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“Finest woodland gardens in England” 


Explore our Grade | Listed gardens 
and discover the beauty of spring, 
alive with a riot of colour. 


The vivid hues of rhododendrons, 
camellias and magnolias overhang 
pathways fringed with bluebells 
creating tunnels of colour. 


OPEN DAILY ; 
0871 8733 389 | info@leonardsleegardens.co.uk 
www.leonardsleegardens.co.uk \ 
Leonardslee Gardens, Brighton Road, Lower Beeding, 
Horsham, RH13 6PP 
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Welcome 


s we come to late winter and get the first 
glimpses of spring, it’s a time of promise and 
renewed optimism for our gardens, and, 


perhaps, the greater world beyond them too. 
There is something about getting organised for the growing 
year — tidying up the shed and the garden, preparing tools 
and sorting out the seed selection — that lifts the spirits 

and kick-starts a sense of hope about the future. 

To inspire you further, this issue we are celebrating the best 
of the season, with visits to the private garden of renowned 
nurserywoman Elizabeth Strangman, whose spring selection 
includes her collection of self-bred hellebores (page 34); the plot 
of a snowdrop enthusiast who likes to grow her Galanthus ‘free 
range’ in her garden (page 76); and Woottens of Wenhaston 
nursery, which specialises in exquisite auriculas — these spring 
beauties become available to order, briefly, this month. There’s 
also head gardener Tom Coward’s favourite plants for February 
interest from Gravetye Manor (page 24), and our plant profile 
on best crocus cultivars and how to grow them (page 52). 

We are also indulging in a little escapism with trips to warmer 
climes and gardens in California (page 46) and Ibiza (page 62), 
and planning for bountiful summer 
blooms with our experts picks of Discover beautiful cultivars of Crocus, 
top bulbs to plant now (page 70). and top cultivation tips, page 52. 
Don’t forget that you can find even 
more inspiration on our online 
channels throughout the month too. 
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Instagram @gardens_illustrated 
Twitter @Gdnslllustrated 
Facebook @gardensillustrated 


RICHARD BLOOM 


Contents 


FEBRUARY 2022 


Plants 


24 


40 


52 


70 


Plantsperson’s favourites 
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A new chapter Hellebores, 
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to mean desert-style planting 
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Contributors 

Dig in This month: the return 
of the Kew Orchid Festival 
and the UK’s first large-scale 
urban rewilding project 
Kitted out For keeping your 
shed and tools tidy 
Subscription offer 

Save money when you 
subscribe to the digital edition 
of Gardens Illustrated today 
The gardener-cook Before 
heading off on a well-earned 
break, Aaron is pulling up 
parsnips and planting his 
autumn-sown lettuces 

Books New books on sensory 
gardens, houseplants and 
gardening when you rent 
Crossword and back issues 
Next issue What's coming 
up in our March edition 

A gardener’s holiday in... 
Oaxaca, Mexico Sampling the 
chillies, chocolate and cacti of 
southwest Mexico 


CLAIRE TAKACS 


Designed by Miguel Urquijo, this 
contemporary garden on the island 
of Ibiza is a welcome retreat for a 
British family and blends easily into 
the surrounding rural landscape. 


subscription to 
Gardens I/lustrated 
SEE PAGE 22 


COVER IMAGE 


Primula auricula ‘Chigwell’ 
by Richard Bloom 


ON THE COVER 


Alluring auriculas, page 40 
Gravetye greats, page 24 
Early birds, pages 34 and 76 
Crocus to grow, page 52 
Dream retreat, page 62 
Future blooms, page 70 


EVENTS AND 
OFFERS 


¢ Join us on our four-day-tour 

of the most beautiful gardens in 
Lake District — page 9 

* Travel with Japanese-garden 
expert Hannah Gardner to 
discover some of Japan's hidden 
garden gems — page 10 

* Save money when you 
subscribe to the digital edition of 
Gardens Illustrated — page 22 

« Win a pair of classic planters 
from Arthur Jack & Co — worth 
£7101 — page 107 


tCompetition open to mainland 
UK residents only (see page 107 
for details). 


Subscriber copies of Gardens 
Illustrated are now delivered 

in paper wrapping instead of 
recyclable plastic polywrap. 
This paper wrap is 100% recyclable 
and made from sustainably 
sourced paper. Please recycle 
in your kerbside recycling 

bin. We would love to hear your 
feedback, please contact us at 
paperwrap@immediate.co.uk 
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Tom Coward Mary Keen Sabrina Rothe 
Tom begins his new Mary learns about Sabrina photographs 
series of monthly auriculas, page 40. galanthophile Anne 

plant suggestions, “T have loved and Repnow’s garden, page 
page 24. “I have grown auriculas for 76. “Early bloomers and 
tried to select a variety years, so it was pure evergreens are perfectly 
of plants showing how pleasure to write assembled. A beautiful 
we garden at Gravetye about the Woottens’ mix of delicate spring 
Manor. I hope you collection of my colours with the white 
enjoy them.” favourite flowers.” heads of snowdrops.” 
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James Basson 
James lives in the South of France where he runs Scape Design, a practice 
Al the be a uty of As. ; Ww . ,/-| specialising in low-maintenance and dry gardens. He is a fervent advocate 
= Sen? ~ for creating sustainable landscapes. The winner of four Chelsea Gold 
wood but without 44 MNJ Ie BSS \. ~ medals, he was awarded Best in Show in 2017. 
the maintenance —— ae Fergus Garrett 


Fergus was appointed head gardener at Great Dixter by Christopher Lloyd 
bere, | BRA Pe in 1993. He is passionate about passing on his knowledge through student 
handcrafted & custom es | oe We Pes programmes at Dixter and worldwide lectures. He was awarded an RHS 

ma ~— Associate of Honour in 2008 and an RHS Victoria Medal of Honour in 2019. 


Griffin’s Greenhouses are 


built in England from 


profiled aluminium eZ. (as os Anna Pavord 

: Anna’s books include her bestseller The Tulip and most recently 
Landskipping. For 30 years she was The Independent’s gardening 
traditional designs correspondent. In 2000 the RHS awarded her the Veitch 
Memorial Medal. She lives and gardens in Dorset. 


to resemble wood in 


Dan Pearson 
Dan is one of the UK’s best-known garden designers, familiar to many 
through his gardening columns in the Observer magazine. Eight of his 
gardens, including the Tokachi Millennium Forest in Japan, have won awards 
and he was awarded Best in Show for his garden at Chelsea in 2015. 


www.eriffinglasshouses.com Sarah Price 


Sarah is one of the UK’s most sought-after garden designers who gained 
Op caliison O67 77 Zat2 


worldwide recognition for her designs for the 2012 London Olympic 
Park. She won Gold at Chelsea in 2012 and 2018, and was GMG Garden 
Columnist of the Year in 2016 for her design series in Gardens Illustrated. 
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— waterproof kneepads 


Advertising enquiries 
+44 (0)117 300 8805 heather.golden@ourmedia.co.uk 


No more lost secateurs 
— stab-proof pockets 


Editorial enquiries 
+44 (0)117 300 8622 gardens@gardensillustrated.com 
Gardens Illustrated, Our Media Ltd (an Immediate Group Company), 
Eagle House, Bristol BS1 4ST. 


No more cold, wet legs 
— totally waterproof & insulated 


No more cold backs 
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Gardens Illustrated is available for licensing and syndication. 
+44 (0)117 300 8787 emma.brunt@ourmedia.co.uk 
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Naturally beautiful, our award-winning timber windows and doors are the logical choice. Constructed from 


engineered timber slow grown in cold climates, their strength, stability and beauty are guaranteed. 


With a 1 5% discount off all windows & doors in our Spring Sale, explore the range in 45 showrooms nationwide. 


AMERSHAM CATERHAM 
BIRMINGHAM (HARBORNE) CHANNEL ISLANDS 
BLANDFORD CHELTENHAM 
BOURNEMOUTH CIRENCESTER 
BRISTOL (CLIFTON) COLCHESTER 

Bury St EDMUNDS DENBIGH 

CARDIFF DULWICH 
CARMARTHEN ESHER 


TT? 0800 030 2000 


GUILDFORD 
HARROGATE 
Hartley WINTNEY 
HEATHFIELD 
HENLEY-ON- THAMES 
HEREFORD 
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HorsHAM NOTTINGHAM 
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KNUTSFORD OxFORD 
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MAIDSTONE SHEFFIELD 
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Chapelside. 


Tom Attwood is a Kew-trained horticulturist 

and acontributor to Gardens Illustrated. With © 

his wife Abi, herunsAbi&Tom’sGarden 
Plants and manages the gardens of the | 
Witherslack Estate in the Lake District. »~ s\ 


This tour in the Lake District takes in a contrasting 

range of gardens in dramatic landscapes, including 

a small plot among the fells, and the home of garden 
designer Arabella Lennox-Boyd 


he tour starts with a visit to Holker Hall and its 

24-acre garden comprising yew hedging, rose garden 

and woodland with conifers from around the world. 

We travel on to The Lakeside Hotel on the southern 

shore of lake Windermere, our base for three nights. 
We'll also visit Levens Hall, which has the the most famous 
topiary garden in England, installed between 1689-1712 by the 
Frenchman Guillaume Beaumont, gardener to King James II. There 
will be lots to see in the garden at Yewbarrow House overlooking 
Morecambe Bay, which has a walled kitchen garden, an Italian 
garden, gravel garden and sculpture garden, and we will also take a 
look at Dan Pearson’s recent project at Lowther Castle, where his 
design has reinterpreted the historic gardens. We visit the fell-side 
garden at Chapelside, on the lower slopes of Raven Crag, as well 
as Abi & Tom’s Garden Plants on a stunning site adjacent to 
Halecat House on the Witherslack Estate. The tour concludes with 
Gresgarth Hall Gardens where designer Arabella Lennox-Boyd 
has created an exciting garden, beautifully marrying the best of her 
native Italian style with British plantsmanship. 


Lowther Castle & Gardens. 
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EVENT DETATIS 


Price per person based on two people sharing is £2,650 
(a single supplement of £250 is levied by the hotel). 


Price includes: bed and breakfast at The Lakeside Hotel for the 
duration of the tour; three evening meals with wine at the hotel 

and four lunches; all transportation from Lancaster railway station. 
It does not include hotel extras or travel insurance. For more details 
and for an in-depth itinerary with details of day-to-day visits, meals 
etc, please contact Boxwood Tours. 


FOR INFORMATION AND 
DO@MING PEEAsr CONTRACT 


Boxwood Tours, 1 West Street, Buckingham HK18 1HL, UK. 

Tel +44 (0)1341 241717. Email mail@boxwoodctours.co.uk 
Website boxwoodtours.co.uk 

The tour has been arranged exclusively for readers of Gardens 
Illustrated by Boxwood Tours Quality Garden Holidays, a specialist 
garden tour company set up in 1990. Please note that itineraries 
may be subject to change for reasons beyond Gardens I/lustrated's 
control. The tour is financially protected by the ATOL scheme. 
Please see booking conditions for further information or 

for more information about financial protection and the ATOL 
Certificate go to: arenatravel.com/why-arena/financial-protection 


Hannah Gardner is a Kew-trained 
horticulturist who works as a head gardener 
and garden consultant, with a particular 
passion for studying plant communities 
around the world, including in Japan. 


Travel with Japanese-garden expert Hannah Gardner 
on this far-reaching, two-week tour and discover 
some of Japan's most compelling gardens 


he tour starts with a visit to the contemporary gardens 
of Tokachi Millennium Forest, designed by Dan 
Pearson and situated on Japan’s most northerly island, 
Hokkaido. We'll learn about the spirit of nature and 
sense of place from head gardener Midori Shintani, as 
well as enjoying a cultural workshop and foraged lunch prepared 
by the gardeners. We'll also study the stunning autumn flora of the 
nearby mountains. Then we transfer to Honshu, Japan’s mainland, 
to delve into the traditional gardens, culture and the unforgettable 
architecture of Tokyo, Kanazawa, Kyoto and Nara. We'll meet with 
the gardeners of the Chion-in Temple who will demonstrate the 
fine art of niwaki pruning and offer advice on the tools they use. 
We'll also discover both renowned gardens and lesser-known, 
hidden cultural gems, such as the beautifully preserved, historic 
Sumiya Pleasure House in Kyoto. These varied landscapes 
combine the intimate essence of nature with the disciplines of 
cosmology, poetry and meditation, and through Hannah's 
formal and informal instruction, we will come to understand 
the history and meaning of these serene and spiritual landscapes. 
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Price per person, based on two people sharing, is £6,280 
(a single supplement of £1,140 is levied by the hotels). 


Price includes: all hotels, trains, other transportation, most 
meals and all sightseeing. It does not include hotel extras or 
travel insurance, or international flights, although these can be 
arranged through Distant Horizons if required. For more details 
and for an in-depth itinerary with details of day-to-day visits, 
meals, and so on, please contact Distant Horizons. 


FOR INFORMATION AND 
BOOKING, PEE ASE CONG 


Distant Horizons, 13 Melloncroft Drive, Caldy, 

The Wirral, Cheshire CH48 2JA, UK. 

Tel +44 (0)151 625 3425. email info@distanthorizons.co.uk 
website distanthorizons.co.uk 

This tour has been arranged exclusively for readers of Gardens 
Illustrated by Distant Horizons, organisers of cultural and garden 
journeys since 1996. Please note that itineraries may be subject to 
change for reasons beyond Gardens Illustrated's control. All 
payments to Distant Horizons for this holiday are fully protected by 
the UK's Civil Aviation Authority (CAA) ATOL licensing scheme. 
Please see our booking conditions for further information or for more 
information about financial protection and the ATOL Certificate go to: 
caa.co.uk/ATOL-protection/Consumers/ATOL-certificate/ 


CK PHOTO 


ALAMY STC 


STILLO 


SSORIO-CA 


yviit N . " , we. 
»T-. ‘ i . ‘ , * ‘ ¥ ? 
ne i ary. ae § 


>. 


Now is the perfect time to plan your natural swimming pond. Call 020 7183 3333 for a brochure. 


“The water is amazing, it’s like swimming in silk. We had a 
couple of dragonflies buzzing past us... you definitely feel 
you're one with nature. Having the pond has made a big 


difference to the way we use the garden.” 


Nigel & Mandy Keene Basingstoke 


Gartenart Swimming Ponds 
Unit 112 Screenworks, 22 Highbury Grove, london N5 2EF 


020 7183 3333 www.gartenart.co.uk 
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Call01604 770711 +#£4Visit haddonstone.com 


HADDONSTONE 


/ RBG KEW 


JEFF EDEN, INES STUART DAVIDSON 


Beauty in blooms 


Costa Rica is home to an amazing array of plant life, including orchids, and the country’s flora and fauna is the theme 
for this year’s Kew Orchid Festival. Returning after last year’s forced break, the annual event at the Royal Botanic 
Gardens, Kew, will take place from 5 February to 6 March. The Princess of Wales Conservatory will be filled with plant 
displays that capture the wonders of this biodiversity hotspot, from the tropical dry forest of the north Pacific to the 
rainforests of the southern coastline. The glasshouse pond will be filled with orchids and bromeliads. kew.org 


13 


News Dahlia collection rehomed + 
With the help of 30 friends, family and fellow dahlia lovers, horticulturist and 


garden writer Louise Danks has saved Cornwall’s famous National Dahlia 
Collection and given it a new home. Louise had previously worked at Varfell Farm 
near Penzance, where the collection had been held for more than 20 years. She 
was determined to rescue the dahlias when the farm announced in 2020 that it 
could no longer look after them. Between September of that year and May 2021, 
she moved 2,000 individual plants and replanted them by‘hand at Kehelland Trust 
up the road in Camborne. The collection has now been reaccredited by Plant 
Heritage. “I simply, had to try and save it and secure a new home for it in Cornwall,” 
says Louise. “After a lotof hard work, | am thrilled to say they are now thriving.” 
plantheritage.org.uk 


COMPILED BY ROSANNA MORRIS 


Shepton Mallet, the Somerset 
town that was once home to 
the Victorian galanthophile 
James Allen (known as the 
Snowdrop King), is once again 
celebrating the tiny snowdrop. 
This years Shepton Snowdrop 
Festival, 19-20 February, 
promises an exciting 
programme of events, 
including kokedama-making 
and winter foraging 
workshops, specialist sales 

of snowdrops and spring 
plants, and much more. 
sheptonsnowdrops.org.uk 


Plans for what will be the first large-scale urban rewilding project in the UK have been given 

the go-ahead by Derby City Council. In partnership with the council and the University of 

Derby, Derbyshire Wildlife Trust plans to provide new wildlife habitats, such as woodlands, 
grasslands, wetland and scrubland, in the city's Allestree Park, The project will also help lock 

away carbon, slow the flow of water and improve air quality. derbyshirewildlifetrust.org.uk ess yi 
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© YUKIHIRO AKAMA, COURTESY YORKSHIRE SCULPTURE PARK 


Designed and made in the UK, the new 

Kent & Stowe Eversharp Bypass secateurs 

have specially coated carbon-steel blades, 
which means they are 100 times harder than the 
average blade. Also featuring a superior chassis, 
aluminium body and FSC-certified ash wood 
handles, this sharp, frictionless and anti-rust 


tool is sure to stand up to the toughest of 
garden tasks for many years to come. 
gardenhealth.com 


Regular readers of Gardens 
Illustrated may remember the 
wonderful miniature wooden 
houses made by Japanese 
designer-maker Yukihiro Akama 
(see feature on our website). This 
month you can see more of his 
work at Yorkshire Sculpture Park 
in the exhibition Yukihiro Akama: 
Kino ie — or the word of the tree. 
Working from a workshop in 
Huddersfield, Yukihiro carves his 
intricate structures, based on 
traditional Asian stilt houses, 
from a single piece of wood, and 
uses offcuts of maple, oak, 
walnut, sapele or iroko, and 
foraged pieces from the 

woods near his home. From 26 


February to 29 May. ysp.org.uk 


DIG IN NEWS 


Apricot spires 
Snapdragons have been 
appearing in cut-flower gardens 
more and more in recent years, 
thanks to breeding developments, 
such as the Madame Butterfly 
series, that are boosting their 
profile. The trend for growing 
snapdragons is only set to keep 
flourishing. Those drawn to 
orangey-pink shades will love the 
Antirrhinum majus Costa 
Apricot F1 hybrid, new to 
Chiltern Seeds for 2022. 
chilternseeds.co.uk 


SMART CHOICE 
Garden Thermometer, copper plated 
£12, English Heritage, 
01761 452966, english-heritageshop.org.uk 


MODERN SLEEK 
Tenby Thermometer, carbon 
£26, Garden Trading, 
01993 845559, gardentrading.co.uk 


VINTAGE STYLE 
Garden Thermometer, green 
£15.95, The Worm That Turned, 
0345 605 2505, worm.co.uk 


DIG IN EVENTS 


DIARY: FEBRUARY 


COMPILED BY ROSANNA MORRIS AND ANNIE GATTI 


@ Planting for Plantaholics 

Join landscape designer Peter Thurman for a talk on planting schemes for those who love 
to evolve their planting with new purchases. 8 February, 10.30am-1.30pm. £65 (RHS 
members £50). RHS Garden Wisley, Wisley Lane, Woking, Surrey GU23 6QB. Icgd.org.uk 
@ Oil Pastel Flower Drawing 

Take part in an hour-long, online oil pastel flower drawing class from the comfort of your 
home. Run by florist Ellie Jauncey and artist Molly Martin, this is a fun and relaxing drawing 
class designed to loosen you up and guide you through some basic drawing techniques. 

8 February, 8-9pm. £12.50. stillflowerdrawing.com 

© Hen Keeping for Beginners 

Discover how to get started in keeping hens on this talk at Daylesford Organic that will 
cover hen-keeping basics including choosing hens, setting up a coop, feeding and regular 
upkeep for healthy, happy hens in the garden. 9 February, 10am-12pm. £40. Daylesford 
Farmshop, nr Kingham, Gloucestershire GL56 OYG. Tel 01608 731700, daylesford.com 

@ Perennial Violas Webinar 

Learn more about the history of violas and how to grow them on this Garden Masterclass 
webinar with Jack Willgoss of Wildegoose Nursery. Jack and his wife Laura took over the 
Bouts Viola Collection when the owners retired, and now grow them at their Shropshire 
nursery. 9 February, 6-7pm. £24. gardenmasterclass.org 

© Colour and Fragrance in the Winter Garden 

Get ideas for introducing more fragrance and colour from flowers, barks and stems into 
your winter garden from horticulturist James Shepherd. 10 February, Llam-12.30pm. 

£30 (RHS members £18). RHS Garden Rosemoor, Devon EX38 8PH. rhs.org.uk 

© Shrub and Wisteria Pruning 

Dean Peckett, an accomplished senior gardener, will lead the third in a series of workshops 
at Bryngwyn Manor, Raglan — this one helping you get to grips with pruning. 12 February, 
10am-12.30pm. £30. Bryngwyn Manor, Raglan, Monmouthshire NP15 2JH. ngs.org 

@ Lost Suppers 

Sample the foods of love in this Valentine-inspired, seven-course tasting menu at The Lost 
Gardens of Heligan. The menu will home-grown heritage produce and rare breed meats 
from the Heligan Estate. 12 February, 6.30pm. £50. The Lost Gardens of Heligan, Pentewan, 
St Austell, Cornwall PL26 6EN. Tel 01726 845100, heligan.com 

© Snowdrop and Plant Fair 

The first Plant Fairs Roadshow of the year with nurseries including Copton Ash, Spring Platt 
Snowdrops and galanthophile members of the Kent group of the Hardy Plant Society, 
selling a range of snowdrops, and other nurseries, such as Charleshurst Farm Nursery and 
Swallowfields, offering early shrubs and perennials. 13 February, llam-3pm. £4. Hole Park, 
Benenden Road, Rolvenden, Cranbrook, Kent TN17 4JA. Tel 01580 241344, plant-fairs.co.uk 
© Park and Gardens: Balancing the Needs of People and Wildlife 

Mathew Frith, director of conservation for the London Wildlife Trust, will give an online talk 
that will touch on the extinction crisis, evolution of nature-based solutions, climate change, 
and equality and diversity. 15 February, 69m. £6 (members £4). londongardenstrust.org 

© Introduction to Garden Design 

This one-day workshop with garden designer Tracy Foster reveals what can be achieved 
through some basic garden-design techniques, including how to draw a plan that’s 
easy to follow. 17 February, 1Oam-4pm. £90 (RHS members £76). RHS Garden Harlow 
Carr, North Yorkshire HG3 1QB. rhs.org.uk 

@ The Cutting Garden with Sarah Raven 

Book ahead for a place on Sarah Raven's classic one-day course for those thinking about 
creating an intensive cutting patch. The course will explain how to prepare, plant, maintain 
and harvest flowers from March to November. 31 March, 10.30am-3.30pm. Bix Manor, Bix, 
Henley-On-Thames, Oxfordshire RG9 4RS. £175. Tel 0345 092 0283, sarahraven.com 


All information is correct at time of going to press, but may be subject to change. 
Tickets for most events will be limited to ensure social distancing and must be booked in advance. 
Please be sure to check all opening times and advice on any local travel restrictions before travelling. 
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CL VEN CHOLS 


DAYLESFORD ORGANIC 


greenhouses lrect 


Rain, wind or storm — come 
what may, the garden still calls 
and the Rhino greenhouse 
weathers it all. We can’t 
predict the weather, but we 


can guarantee your Rhino 


perfectly evolved for greenhouse for 25 years. 


THE GREAT 3 
BRITISH WEATHER eA 


Ns 


~~~ .«rhinogreenhouses.co.uk 
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finches friend. 


Dirty bird feeders are linked 

to a 62% decline in greenfinches 
since 1993 — which now 

puts them firmly on the 
conservation red-list. 


Learn more about the first wild 
bird feeders specifically designed 
to prevent the spread of disease at 


finchesfriend.com 


UGHES-GAMES 
URAL HISTORY 
RA ND WRITER 


“We all want to help 
our feathered friends, 
but may have been 
inadvertently spreading 
a killer disease among 
them. Finches Friend 
addresses this problem 
head on.” 


7 
» 
‘a 
\ 
Ss 


IN yYvo JAOVNWNI 


ONIGNAd SLNALWd IWNOILVNUYALNI 


ZZ. 


MADE IN 
BRITAIN 


AUDERY 


AIN IMAGES DAVE C. 


M 


DIG IN SHOPPING 


KIPTED OUT 


For tidy tools and a tidy shed 


COMPILED BY NIKI GOSS 


1. Sneeboer Tool Maintenance Kit, includes linseed oil, sharpener and wire brush, £54.95, tinkerandfix.co.uk 2. Darlac Maintain and Restore Sharpener, 
two-in-one, £18.95, 0345 092 0283, sarahraven.com 3. The Midi Locker, white, H 110cm x W 85cm x D 40cm, £299, uk.mustardmade.com 4. Niwaki Tool Roll, 
(tools not included), weatherproof canvas, £18, 01747 445059, niwaki.com 5. Moreton Shed Unit, H 91cm x W 72.5cm x D 40cm, £250, 01993 845559, 
gardentrading.co.uk 6. Leather Handled Seed Packet Storage Tin, stone, £23.99, 0114 233 8262, burgonandball.com 7. Hultarp Utility Hanging Rail, brass 
coloured, 60cm, £5 and Hultarp Hooks, set of 5, brass coloured, 7cm, £4, both ikea.com 8. Black Wirework Basket Shelf, large, H 12cm x W 84cm x D18.5cm, £50, 
01993 845559, gardentrading.co.uk 9. 10-Drawer Space Saving Wooden Storage Rack, H 156cm x W 60cm x D 33cm, £87.99, 0118 903 5210, primrose.co.uk 
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1. Stainless Steel Dustpan with Horsehair Brush, £19.95, 0345 605 2505, worm.co.uk 2. The Frank Tool Roll, maroon, £34.95, tinkerandfix.co.uk 
3. Storage Caddy with Bamboo Handle, H 17cm x W 33.5cm x D 19.3cm, £25, 01244 680501, aplaceforeverything.co.uk 4. Moreton Peg Board, H 40cm x W 60cm x 
D 1.5cm, £35, 01993 845559, gardentrading.co.uk 5. Felco Sharpening Tool, £24.99, 01480 774555, marshallsgarden.com 6. Signature Utility Tool Tote, brown, £53.95, 
01223 790199, carhartt.com 7. Skagerak Pantry Module 2, teak and limestone, W 60cm x D 114cm x H 91.5cm, £2,225, 01225 334281, salcombetrading.co.uk 
8. Gardening Shelf Tidy Unit, H 83cm x D 12cm x W 46cm, £79.95, 0345 605 2505, worm.co.uk 9. Flowerpot Cleaning Brush, £12.50, tinkerandfix.co.uk 
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NEW Stovax Huntingdon 30 woodburning Ecod 
Energy Efficiency Rating: poe) 


STOVAX ( 5 GAZCO 


WOODBURNING | GAS | MULTI-FUEL | ELECTRIC YEARS 


> 


stovax.com 


GARDENS 


ILLUSTRATED 


Save when you subscribe 
to the digital edition 


PLANTING IDEAS * BEAUTIFUL GARDENS « EXPERT ADVICI 


LLU alana. BD 


Island retreat 


A must-have read for 
passionate gardeners, 
Gardens Illustrated 
magazine provides 
a unique insight 
into the world’s most 
beautiful gardens, 
expert advice and 
planting ideas. 


ENJOY OUR 
PREMIUM APP 
EXPE RUEINCE 
NOW 


buysubscriptions.com/ 
gardensillustrated 


4 Download on the 


= App Store 


GET IT ON 
> Google play 


eM Available on 


apps kindle fire 


CAMELLIA X WILLIAMSII 
‘FRANCIS HANGER’ 


The C. japonica x C. saluenensis hybrids 
have produced perhaps some of the most 
robust and versatile camellias. This is an 
especially lovely cultivar, named after 

a former curator at RHS Garden Wisley, 
who raised the plant in 1946. The growth 
habit is quite erect. Its single, pure-white 
blooms are 8cm across and seem 
completely resilient to the harshest of 
winters. Prefers a wooded site with light 
shade, where the plants are sheltered and 
flowers protected from sun damage on 
frosty mornings. AGM*. 


Height and spread 3m x 2.5m. 

Origin Garden (Species China, 

Japan, Korea). 

Conditions Acid to neutral soil; part 
shade and best in a sheltered position. 
Hardiness RHS H5, USDA 8a-10b?. 
Season of interest November — May. 


—7 


CHARLIE HOPKINSON 


*Holds an Award of Garden Merit from the Royal Horticultural Soc ety.tHardiness ratings given where available. 


Tom Coward is head 
gardener at Gravetye 
Manor in East Sussex 
gravetyemanor.co.uk 


PARROTIA PERSICA 


A small spreading tree with year-round 
interest. In spring, its fresh-green foliage 
is similar to that of a beech, although its 
leaves break bud several weeks earlier. In 
autumn, it has some of the best leaf colour, 
even on chalk soils, with spectacular 
displays of crimson and gold. But in 
winter it is especially charming with its 
crooked silhouette and beautiful bark, 
which is flaked, leaving a mottled pattern, 
rather like a London plane. Best of all are 
its sweet little red flowers, which appear in 
the depths of winter, promising warmer 
days around the corner. AGM. 


Height and spread 8m x 8m. 

Origin North Iran to Caucasus. 
Conditions Moist but well-drained soil; 
full sun to part shade. 

Hardiness RHS H6, USDA 4a-8b. 
Season of interest Year round, with 
flowers January — February. 
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LIBERTIA PEREGRINANS 


This lovely little evergreen, known as 
mikoikoi or the New Zealand iris, is 
native to the South Island of the country. 
The species name peregrinans means 
travelling or wandering, and refers to its 
slow but steady running nature, making it 
easy to propagate by potting up divisions. 
It has small, pretty, white flowers in early 
summer but its best impact is in winter 
when its bright, striped, golden-orange 
foliage adds rich colour. Perfect at the 
front of a border and works specially well 
pushing its head up through carpets of 
thyme; a classic Beth Chatto combination. 


Height and spread 50cm x 50cm. 

Origin New Zealand. 

Conditions Front of the border in 
well-draining soil; full sun. 

Hardiness RHS H4, USDA 8a-10b. 
Season of interest Year-round for foliage 
with flowers June — July. 


DIG IN PLANTSPERSON’S FAVOURITES 


to bring some colour, structure and fresh-green foliage to lift the last days of winter 


SALIX GRACILISTYLA 
‘MOUNT ASO’ 


This beautiful willow is a relatively 

new introduction and one of the most 
attractive of all catkin-bearing shrubs. 
Selected by a cut-flower specialist in Japan 
who quickly saw its potential in floristry, 
the stems can be used fresh or dried. It is 
also an outstanding shrub in the border, 
flowering in late winter through to early 
spring, with a haze of large, pink, male 
catkins. These fade to silver before 
covering themselves in yellow pollen. 
Best when coppiced every three or four 
years to encourage new growth. Easy to 
propagate from hardwood cuttings. 


Height and spread 1.5m x 1.5m. 
Origin Japan. 

Conditions Best in heavy soils and 
damp spots; most situations. 
Hardiness RHS H5, USDA 4a-9b. 
Season of interest February — March. 
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DIG IN PLANTSPERSON’S FAVOURITES 


GERANIUM PALMATUM 


Similar to its close relative, G. maderense, 
although smaller and more delicate in 
nature, it has the advantage of being far 
more reliable, hardier and longer lived. It 
offers masses of magenta-pink flowers 
from May to July, and its seedheads look 
lovely through to the end of summer, but 
it is especially useful as an evergreen 
foliage plant throughout the year. Its large, 
palmate, deep-green leaves are always 
impressive and especially appreciated in 
February when they can take on a red 
tinge. Very easy from seed, and will flower 
in the second year. AGM. 


Height and spread 1m x 1m. 

Origin Madeira. 

Conditions Happy on most soils, prefers 
a sheltered, free-draining spot; full sun. 
Hardiness RHS H4, USDA 8a-10b. 
Season of interest Year-round for foliage, 
flowers May — July. 


PRIMULA VULGARIS 


The native primrose is an essential part 

of any wild garden. It seeds itself freely 
into the cracks of dry-stone walls, thrives 
in woodlands, in shaded borders among 
shrubs and in the meadows, seeming 
happiest in a moist, lightly shaded 
position. To encourage its colonisation, 
we often lift some of the larger clumps, for 
division, after flowering, enabling us to 
spread it around. Over many years, this 
has created primrose-yellow carpets in the 
wild garden — especially wonderful at the 


very start of spring when interplanted 
with drifts of snowdrops. AGM. 


Height and spread 10cm x 50cm. 
Origin Western and southern Europe, 
northwest Africa, southwest Asia. 
Conditions Moist but well-drained soil: 


full sun to part shade. 


Hardiness RHS H7, USDA 3a-8b. 
Season of interest February — April. 


Tom's recommendations 
for places to see 
seasonal plants 
at their best 


Be sure to check opening 


times and travel restrictions. 


Many garden visits will need 
to be pre-booked. 
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LATHYRUS VERNUS 


The spring vetch is a native to the 
forests of Siberia, showing that it can 
always be counted on for hardiness. It 
is a woodland plant and so prefers a 
shady position with a humus-rich soil 
and is easy to propagate from seed. 

It makes neat clumps, about 40cm 
high, of elegantly pointed leaves, and 
flowers in late February with beautiful 
purple vetch flowers, tinted with 
shades of pink and blue. It has a long 
season of interest up until May, and 


Colesbourne Gardens in 
Gloucestershire is one of 
the best places to see 
snowdrops in the UK, 

with more than 300 species 
and cultivars displayed in 
ten acres of beautiful 
garden. Many fine cultivars 
have been selected here, 
including Galanthus 
‘George Elwes’ and G. ‘Lord 
Lieutenant’, and the garden 
also has fine colony of 
G.‘S. Arnott’, donated by 


Mr Arnott himself, the sight 
of which can turn anyone 
into a galanthophile. Set 
within a 2,500-acre estate 
in the beautiful Cotswold 
countryside, the garden and 
landscape is stunning at 
any time of year and the 
arboretum, originally 
planted in the 1890s by 
owner-botanist Henry 

John Elwes, has a 
fascinating collection 
boasting 11 champion trees. 


Colesbourne Park, 
Colesbourne, Cheltenham 
GL53 9NP. Tel 01242 
870567, colesbourne 
gardens.org.uk 

Across the Channel, 
Kalmthout Arboretum 
in Belgium has a very 
important collection of 
woody plants. Originally 
planted as part of a nursery 
in 1856 by Charles Van 
Geert, it was developed into 
a botanical collection in 


is particularly useful with such 
early colour. AGM. 


Height and spread 50cm x 50cm. 
Origin Northern Europe, parts of 
northern Asia. 

Conditions Moisture-retentive, 
humus-rich soil; light shade. 
Hardiness RHS H6, USDA 4a-6b. 
Season of interest February — May. 


1952 by brothers Georges 
and Robert de Belder and 
Robert's wife Jelena. Later 
the same year, the 
International Dendrology 
Society was founded at 
Kalmthout to promote 

the preservation and 
conservation of woody 
plants. Today it has the 
largest collection of 
Hamamelis in Europe, which 
includes some of the oldest 
and largest witch hazels > 


Award-winning Lavandula angustifolia Hidcote 


30 Garden Ready 
Lavender plantsfrom * 


ONLY 50p ‘each... 
enough for a hedge 10 metres long! 


With its outstanding garden performance throughout the 
summer, Lavender Hidcote is much famed for its dense 
spikes of highly fragrant, deep violet-purple flowers 
above silver-grey and aromatic foliage. - :¥ 
UK grown and named after Hidcote Manor in Gloucestershire, 2 } leg SE > ; ae COE el ee ae eae 
it is the best variety for creating an aromatic hedge or for ’ 4 ae e 
edging borders, paths and driveways. The flowers are adored 
by bees and other nectar-loving insects and best of all, it is 
incredible value at only £14.95 per tray of 30 garden ready 
plants when you buy two or more. When you think that 

just one tray is enough for 10 metres of hedging you can 
appreciate the true value of this award-winning variety. 


¢ Supplied as garden ready plants individually grown in 
modular trays of 30 plants, measuring approx. 16cm (6in) 
from root to tip 


¢ RHS Award of Garden Merit variety with highly scented 
flowers and a height and spread of 60 x75cm (24 x 30in) 


% The best culinary variety for flavouring cakes, biscuits and 
other desserts 


¢ Plant in a dry sunny spot, it works well in patio containers 
and is often used in gravel type gardens 


¢ Drought resistant and fully hardy, it will flower year after 
year from July to September 


¢ Delivered from early June ready for planting out 


Special Offer Save £8! 


Buy two or more trays pia’ G 
or onl: £14. 95* each Garden ready ye z ; 4 Me 7 A s 43 7s | V> —— 
b I 0 oD L d ] F Lavender oes from ig ae : (aps ‘ae RS >< ‘ jp 4 cZ8 Aa [SSS 
thats 5 Jp * per Lavender plant: ONE LAPIS. 4: $: Dos PA Pa RAE SS UK GROWN ! 


7) 


nd 
of 


100% SATISFACTION GUARANTEE | Order online at woolmans.com/W22LVGT1 
Or phone: 0845 658 9137 8am to 6pm Monday to Friday, 9am to 59m weekends 


Calls cost 3p per minute plus your phone company’s access charge 


Your Guarantee of Satisfaction Should any plants arrive in poor condition, we will Woolmans 


happily arrange a replacement or refund. We may ask for photos of damaged plants, products 
or packaging so that we can inform our delivery and nursery partners. Please post to: Woolmans W22LVGT1, Unit 8, St Leger Drive, 


Postcode 


Email Address 


Code |Description Price Qty | Subtotal 
1 tray 
our delivery partners. 30 Lavender Hidcote |£18.95 (£14.95 

AGM Garden Ready jeach each 
(In case we or our delivery partners need to contact you about your order). Plants 
PELL) LLELLIJ LELES LELL) LL | Code W22LVGTI TOTAL AMOUNT 
Valid from: Expiry date: 
Name on Card We’d like to continue sending you our catalogues by post. If you would prefer not to receive them by post, 
please tick this box O 


Newmarket Business Park, Newmarket, Suffolk CB8 7DT 
Telephone 
| enclose my cheque made payable to Woolmans. Or debit my VISA 0 Mastercard 0 ————————————— *Postage & Packing 
Saigi F ; We think you’d enjoy some of the latest products and offers by post from other trusted retailers and 
git security code: eae : : : 
| (last 3 numbers on signature strip) organisations.If you would prefer not to receive these by post, please tick this box 0 To learn more, see 
Please note: as a result of Brexit regulations, we regret that we can no longer supply any products to 


Name (Mr/Mrs/Ms/Miss) ° 
es ———  —  — Buy two or more trays for just £14.95* each! 
Delivery Address 
If you would prefer not to receive news of special offers or promotions tick this box oO We will only share your email address with 
Card number: 
our privacy policy at woolmans.com 
Signature Date Northern Ireland. 
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HAMAMELIS X INTERMEDIA 
JELENA’ 


Although they’re among most attractive 

winter-flowering trees, the H. japonica x 

H. mollis hybrid witch hazels can be slow 
to establish, preferring humus-rich soil 


and light shade. Sometimes called ‘Copper 


Beauty’, this one is possibly my favourite, 
with its dense clusters of large yellow 
flowers, suffused with rich copper-red, 
and appearing almost orange, which have 
a sweet, yet delicate, scent. Raised in the 
Kalmthout Arboretum, Belgium, and 
named after the botanist and gardener 
Jelena de Belder-Kovacic in recognition 
of her work at Kalmthout. AGM. 


Height and spread 4m x 4m. 

Origin Garden (Species China and Japan). 
Conditions Neutral to acid soil, seems to 
appreciate a little shelter; light shade. 
Hardiness RHS H5, USDA 5a-9b. 

Season of interest February — March. 
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PHLOMIS LEUCOPHRACTA 


This Jerusalem sage is an unusual, 
compact, evergreen shrub with incredible 
foliage. Its downy, elegantly pointed leaves 
are fresh green and fringed with amber 
fluff, almost like a hairy caterpillar. It has 
amber flowers in late summer, and seems 
to perform best after a hot, sunny season. 
A tricky one to propagate, but we have had 
some success with cuttings taken in 
August and given bottom heat. Makes an 
excellent structural plant in the mixed 
border and its fresh-looking foliage is 
especially appreciated at this time of year. 


Height and spread 1.5m x 1.5m. 

Origin Southern Turkey. 

Conditions Prefers a sheltered spot with 
good drainage; tolerates chalky, sandy 
soils and cold as long as not too wet. 
Hardiness RHS H4, USDA 8a-10b. 
Season of interest Year round for foliage, 
flowers August — September. 


CORNUS SANGUINEA 
‘MIDWINTER FIRE’ 


The young stems of Cornus can make 

a dazzling winter display and tend to work 
best in large, repeating drifts of different 
colours. We use them along the main 
drive, to give a cheerful welcome in the 
darker months. Every spring they should 
be coppiced back to a low framework, to 
encourage fresh, young growth for the 
following year. This is a particularly good 
cultivar with golden-orange stems. It also 
has lovely, yellow, autumn colour that 
works beautifully with self-seeded purple 
Verbena bonariensis poking its heads 
through the leaves. 


Height and spread 2m x 2m. 

Origin Garden (Species Europe and 
western Asia). 

Conditions Almost any soil or location. 
Hardiness RHS H6, USDA 5a-9b. 
Season of interest November — March. 


sight of these plants in 
flower lit by the winter sun 
is just magical. Heuvel 8, 
2920 Kalmthout, Belgium. 
Tel+32 (0)3 666 67 41, 
arboretumkalmthout.be/en 


If you're heading slightly 
further afield in search of 
some winter sun, a visit to 
Jardin Majorelle-Yves 
Saint Laurent Mansion in 
Marrakech, Morocco, would 
be the perfect escape. 
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Originally designed by the 
French artist Jacques 
Majorelle, who fell in love 
with the colour and energy 
of Marrakech, it’s atrue 
painter's garden, with the 
exotic structural plants 
showcased against walls 
painted in the now iconic 
Majorelle Blue. After a 
period of neglect, the 
garden was restored by the 
fashion designer Yves Saint 
Laurent and his partner 


Pierre Bergé, and it was 
opened in 2017 as the Yves 
Saint Laurent Museum as 
atribute to the designer’s 
legacy and his connection 
to Marrakech. Rue Yves 
St Laurent, Marrakech 
40090, Morocco. 
Tel +212 (0)524 29 86 86, 
jardinmajorelle.com 

No trip to Marrakech 
should be without a visit to 
Le Jardin Secret. Dating 
back to the 16th century, 


the garden originally 
surrounded a palace that 
was destroyed and then 
rebuilt as a stately home in 
the mid 19th century, with 
great respect to the original 
layout and architecture. 
After the Second World 
War, the property fell again 
into disrepair, until in 2008 
an eight-year restoration 
project began to rebuild 
this beautiful garden with 
a planting design by Tom 


Stuart-Smith. Made up of 
two courtyards, the larger 
has been restored as an 
Islamic Paradise Garden, 
reflecting pure geometry 
and Qur'anic symbolism, 
while the smaller courtyard 
is an exotic garden, using 
plants from around the 
world. Rue Mouassine 121, 
40030 Marrakech, 
Morocco. Tel +212 (0)524 
39 00 40, lejardinsecret 
marrakech.com/en 


GARDENHEIR 


NEW YORK 


Apparel, Tools & Wares for everyone 
gardenheir.com 


@thegardenheir 


Shot on location @northhillgarden, Vermont 
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HE TAGE WORKWEAR, ALWAYS MADE IN f UK. 


carriereompany.co.uk 


WINTER WARMERS 


February is the month when gardeners can reasonably take 


a break, but before he heads off to sunnier climes, gardener-cook 


Aaron still finds a few jobs to keep him busy and warm 


WORDS AARON BERTELSEN ILLUSTRATION ALICE PATTULLO 


et, cold, grey: 
February has little 
to recommend it 
in my view. If this 
past year has taught 
us anything, it is to 
take nothing for granted. But if all goes 
according to plan this winter I will be 
packing my bags and heading somewhere 
warmer. Australia, perhaps, where my 
sister lives, or Israel to visit friends. The 
idea is that by the time I return, it will feel 
like spring is just around the corner, and 
the garden ready to burst back into life. 
Regardless of my travel plans, one 
non-negotiable for me in February is to 
make sure the soft fruit is pruned before 
the end of the month. Ideally, do this on 
a cold bright day when the soil is frozen 
hard, but there is sunshine to lift the 
spirits. Generally, the aim with pruning is 
to preserve the vigorous new wood, get rid 
of any old or damaged growth and keep 
the plants open so that air can circulate 
and the sun can reach the fruit to ripen 
it. Follow your pruning with a sprinkle 
of organic poultry manure pellets and a 
layer of mulch —I use any compost from 


the heap that hasn’t broken down quite 
enough to mix in with the soil. Then 
stand back and admire your work. 


What to sow 

Onions are so useful in the kitchen, but 

I often find the flavour of the normal 
globe-shaped ones you buy in the shops too 
dominant. I prefer spring onions, for use 

in cooking as well as salads. For me, their 
mellow flavour melds much better with 
other ingredients, enhancing a dish rather 
than taking it over. To ensure a continuous 
supply, I like to sow a small amount of seed 
once a month, starting around now. This 
way you should be harvesting the first crop 
just as the leeks are coming to an end. At 
this time of year, your chances of success 
are better if you sow into pots. Try to do 

it thinly (something I never quite seem to 
manage). Spring onions can actually grow 
quite close together — think of the diameter 
of a mature onion to give you an idea of the 
space each one will ultimately need — but 

if you do need to thin the seedlings out as 
they grow, you can use the babies in your 
cooking or add them to salads. Later on, try 
sowing carrots into the spaces between the 


onions — the smell of the onions will help 

to deter carrot fly. If you do have a cold 
frame, the seeds will germinate much faster. 
If not, covering the pots with fleece will 
help raise the temperature a little and give 
them a kick-start. My favourite cultivar is 
‘White Lisbon’, which is very winter hardy. 


What to plant out 

Iam very grateful to the plant breeders 

for the time and energy they have put into 
developing cultivars of lettuce that will 
grow throughout the year. There really is 
nothing like a bowl of home-grown salad 
to bring some much-needed freshness 

and life to our tables during the colder 
months. The choice available is quite 
amazing and expanding all the time, but 
two tried-and-tested cultivars that have 
always served me well are “Winter Density’ 
and ‘Rouge d’Hiver’. Sown in autumn, the 
seedlings should be a decent size and ready 
to plant out by now, provided you have 
been diligent in protecting them against 
slugs. If you haven't, just remember, there 
are always plug plants... At this time of the 


year, when the soil is still cold, you may 
find lettuces do better in pots. Move them 
close to the house for extra protection, and 
cover with fleece at night. 


Ready to harvest 

Parsnips can’t be rushed. Sown in early 
spring, they grow slowly throughout 
the season and only really come into 
their own after a good hard frost or two 
has turned the starches into sugar. Is it 
worth the effort and the wait? Sit down 
to a bowl of gently spiced parsnip soup, 
or a plateful of potato and parsnip farls, 
and I guarantee your answer will be a 
resounding ‘yes’. Home-grown really 
does make all the difference. Other 
than plenty of patience, parsnips are 

a low-maintenance crop. Just keep 
them well watered in summer. I also 
like to remove the lower leaves, but 

this is as much for aesthetic as 
horticultural reasons. My favourite 
cultivar is the aptly named “Tender and 
True’, for its excellent texture and sweet, 
rich flavour — the essence of parsnip. 


You can find Aaron’s recipe for potato and parsnip farls at gardensillustrated.com/recipes 


Jobs for February 


Check around the base of fruit 
bushes for weeds. The ground around 
them should be clear to the drip line — that 
is, the outer edge of the plant's canopy. 
Plants that have been overwintering 
under glass can be brought out on milder 
days to enjoy some fresh air. This will help 
to stimulate growth and reduce the risk of 
pests and diseases. Generally, the harder 

a plant is grown, the healthier it tends to be. 
Depending on the weather, you may 
be able to start sowing seed. | start 

at the highest point of the garden, where 
the sun hits and a good solid yew hedge 
provides a bit of shelter. Provided it is not 
too wet or cold, | will start sowing broad 
beans, beetroot and parsnips directly 

into the soil from the end of February. 
Alternatively, get seeds started under glass 
or ona windowsill. | use a large plug tray, 
so the seedlings can grow on to a decent 
size without my having to prick them out. 
If you haven't already, start chitting 
potatoes. Place them eye end up, ina 
cool but frost-free spot, with plenty of light. 
Egg boxes make ideal containers, or if you 
are planting on a larger scale, try a shallow 
wooden box, using sections of folded 
newspaper to hold each spud in place. 
Finally, be ready with the hessian 
or fleece. These early crops will thank 
you for a bit of protection. 
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“lim basically half-man, 
half-turmeric’ 


‘Running is as good for your head as it is for your body,’ 


says James Pardey (54), a devoted runner, cyclist, father 


of two and a coder specialising in medical applications. 
‘For me, running has always been about headspace. 


‘All the stresses of day-to-day 
life that just pile up... You go for 
arun and it’s just like a release 
valve, a pressure release. It’s my 
joyful thing. 


James has been a passionate 
runner since he was a child, 
going for long morning runs 
every day before school on 
just ‘a raw egg and milk’. He 
calls autumn ‘the best time 
for running’. 


‘But it hasn't been getting 
easier as | get older, he says. 
‘During lockdown, | started 
thinking, crumbs, maybe my 
running days are over. 


James saw an ad for Turmerict+. 
‘I'd heard about turmeric, but 
the ad talked about being 30 
times more absorbable than 
standard turmeric powder. My 
background is science-based 
and | thought, okay, | get it. 
That sounds really good’ 


Try Turmeric+ Gold before you buy it 


James started ona free trial 
one-month supply and took 
it every day. At first, he didn’t 
notice any change. 


‘It was only when | came off it 
that | really noticed. Within a 
week or two, | was, like, whoa! 
| hadn't realised that it was 
making a difference.* 


James signed back up for the 
subscription and has taken it 
every single day ever since. 
‘’m half-man, half-turmeric,’ 
he laughs. 


‘| just feel like everything's in 

its right place. | feel fantastic 
and the running’s going really 
well. ’ve been hammering the 
runs, doing 10 miles, 10 miles, 13 
miles, three times a week. 


Turmeric+ was developed by 
FutureYou Cambridge, known 
for its leading science-backed 
health supplements. 


Advertisement 


“I’ve been genuinely amazed by the effect 
of Turmerict+. It’s transformative.” 


Based in Cambridge, the 
company works closely with 
world-leading educational 
institutions, drawing on the 
knowledge and experience 
of top scientific and 
nutritional experts. 


While developing Turmerict+, 
they set out to overcome the 
problem with turmeric: its key 
active ingredient, curcumin, 
is very difficult for our bodies 
to absorb. 


Some turmeric products offer 
very high levels of curcumin, but 
unless it’s made ‘bioavailable’, 
they make little difference. 


So the scientists at FutureYou 
Cambridge use a patented 
Curcuma Phospholipid Complex 
formulation 30 times more 
absorbable than standard 
turmeric powder — an effective 
and innovative alternative 

to black pepper-based 
supplements. 


‘I've been genuinely amazed 

by the effect of Turmeric+, 
perhaps most importantly in 
terms of day-to-day well-being. 
It's transformative. As far as I’m 
concerned, I'll be taking it for 
the rest of my life. 


FutureYou 


CAMBRIDGE 


JUST PAY £1.50 POSTAGE* 


FutureYou Cambridge is offering you the 
chance to try its highly anticipated new 

joint health product, Turmeric+Gold, for 

just the cost of the £1.50 postage.* 


The newest addition to their bones and 
es joints range 

eee is based on 
the same 
formulation 
as their 
best-selling 
product 
Turmeric+. 
The 
products 
were 


FutureYou 


CAMBRIDGE 


Turmeric+ Gold contains vitamin C which contributes to normal collagen formation for the normal function of cartilage and bones. Discount valid until 31st March 
2022. New UK customers only. One free trial per household. Your first box is free (just pay £1.50 postage) and you will be enrolled into a flexible subscription costing 
£20 every 28 days. See FutureYouHealth.com for more information on our subscription service. You can cancel your subscription at any time without obligation. Trial 
pack promotion cannot be used in conjunction with any other promotions. Turmeric+ Gold should be consumed as part of a healthy balanced diet and lifestyle. If you 
are taking any prescribed medication or have any medical conditions always consult your doctor or pharmacist before taking vitamins or supplements. 


formulated by FutureYou Cambridge, 
well-known for its science-backed health 
supplements. The company, based in 
Cambridge, regularly consults with highly- 
regarded scientific and nutritional experts 
and has also developed close ties with 
world-leading educational institutions. 


Turmeric+ Gold is the most advanced 

and purest Turmeric+ formulation yet, 
providing the same 100mg of curcumin 

as it’s counterpart but delivering it using 
sunflower lecithin which makes it allergen- 
free. It also comes in an easy to swallow 
capsule rather than a tablet. 


Both versions contain the patented 
‘Curcuma Phospholipid Complex’ which 


makes them thirty times more absorbable 
than standard turmeric. They also contain 
vitamin C which contributes to normal 
collagen formation for the normal function 
of cartilage. 


‘We're very happy to give people their first 
pack for free so they can experience it 

for themselves, says Adam Cleevely, the 
company’s CEO. 


‘It might sound bonkers but it really isn’t. 
We're that confident in the effectiveness 
of our formulation. ‘| can’t think of a better 
way to convince people. If they like it, they 
will stick with it. Tens of thousands of 
customers already do’ 


To claim your free 28 day Turmeric+ Gold subscription trial 
pack worth £20, visit FutureYouOffers.co.uk or freephone 


0800 808 5740 quoting code 


If it’s not for you, simply cancel your subscription at any time, without obligation. 


* Trustpilot 
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GARDENING TALENT 


PHIL CORMIE 


As co-founder of Till and Wild in 
the Scottish Highlands, Phil offers 
a nature-driven and plant-focused 
horticultural consultancy service 


PORTRAIT ANDREW MONTGOMERY 


First plant love The humble apple tree. My grandparents 
had some old, gnarly, lichen-covered apple trees in their 
back garden that were beautiful. My sisters and | would 
always be playing in among those trees. 

Who has inspired your career the most? My dad, Len. 
Whether it was collecting leaves with him on an autumnal 
day, having a blazing bonfire to keep warm on a winter 
morning or eating the first tomatoes of the season. 

Who are your horticultural heroes? While | hugely admire 
and take much inspiration from such people as Fergus 
Garrett, Dan Pearson and Elliott Forsyth, my true heroes are 
the lecturers and staff at Royal Botanic Garden Edinburgh, 
who nurtured my interest in conservation and sustainability. 
Favourite landscape and garden While studying at the 
Royal Botanic Garden, Edinburgh, | attended a first-year tour 
to East Sussex, which included a visit to Great Dixter. Seeing 
the wonderful meadows there was breathtaking and | came 
away with a greater focus on gardening alongside nature. 
Three most worthwhile tips for every gardener Visit other 
gardens for inspiration. Make notes, as gardens need 
constant editing and it’s great to build up observations over 
the course of a year. Mistakes are good, you often learn 
more from them; incredible planting combinations only 
happen if you experiment and make mistakes. 

Favourite planting style | love the Arts and Crafts style, it’s 
a little informal with a big dash of romance thrown in. 
Favourite ‘weed’ you're happy to have in your garden 
Digitalis purpurea — an icon of the British countryside, they 
are hardy, prolific and give wonderful vertical accents. 
Biggest challenge facing gardeners today Climate change. 
Dumps of rain followed by periods of drought, and late 
frosts. The unpredictability means we have to adapt. 

One easy thing that every gardener can do to be more 
sustainable Use a good organic mulch on your borders. 
This will help to reduce the need to water during drought, 
suppress weeds and improve soil health. 

What principles have guided your attitude to gardening 

| like to garden alongside nature. It’s important to have 

a source of nectar throughout the year. | choose simple 
flower forms rather than double forms to allow easier 
access to nectar for the bees and butterflies. 

In what direction do you see horticulture heading in the 
next few years? Irrigation is going to become a bigger issue. 
Website tillandwild.com 

Instagram @tillandwild 


33 


N 


aa 
ioe 
< <= 


yas ~~ ef, 


y. Anewchapter* 


Since closing her renowned Huvsery, Elizabeth Strangman has poured 


| her energies into developing her private garden, which showcases 
| yj awealth of plants, beginning with her signature hellebores 
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t was a great loss to British 
horticulture when in 1999, 
Elizabeth Strangman closed the 
doors of Washfield Nursery in 
Kent. In the 30 or so years after 
taking over from Hilda Davenport- 

Jones in 1968, she established Washfield 

as one of the finest perennial nurseries 

in the country, with a particular focus 

on the breeding of hellebores. 

Although it was a difficult decision for 
Elizabeth to close the nursery, she never 
stopped gardening. Many plants moved with 
her to a new home in East Sussex, where she 
bought a Grade II-listed cottage, its timber 
frame dating back to the 15th century. This 
characterful house provides a satisfying 
backdrop to the garden that she has tended 
for the past 20 years — a garden where her skill 
and knowledge reveals itself at every turn. 

While I worked at Great Dixter, I was lucky 
to visit Elizabeth a number of times. My first 
visit was in late February when her spring 
garden was in full glory. Moving down a gentle 
slope towards the River Rother, hellebores, 
crocus and other early flowering plants spill 
out along a gravel and brick path, feathering 
the transition from this space into the summer 
garden area. By dividing the garden in this way, 
Elizabeth is able to enjoy the full intensity of 
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spring without compromise, and she 
explains the necessity for periods of visual 
rest, so your focus can be drawn to other 
parts of the garden later in the season. 
Apart from the now magnificent multi- 
stemmed acer, which rises above the spring 
garden, little remains of what existed before. 
Assisted by her friend and former Washfield 
employee Edward Flint, she dismantled the 
existing rockery, repurposing the stones 
and bringing in timber to make raised beds. 
As well as helping to level the slope, these 
beds ensure good drainage for Elizabeth’s 
unusual plant collection. 
However, Elizabeth’s garden got off to 
a shaky start when, in December 2000, it 
was submerged under almost two metres 
of water after the Rother burst its banks, 
washing away much of the initial planting. 
This trauma was set to recur a number 
of times before the local authority put in 
sufficient flood defences. Surveying the 
tapestry of spring bulbs among the stems 
of mature shrubs and emerging shoots of 
perennials, it’s hard to imagine such damage; 
rather its comfortable maturity is remarkable. 
“The soil is extremely good,” says 
Elizabeth, as I bend to inspect the ground, 
To continue turn to page 39 [> 
Turn the page for eight of Elizabeth's hellebores 


IN BRIEF 


What Private garden of renowned 
nurserywoman and hellebore 

breeder Elizabeth Strangman. 

Where East Sussex. 

Size Quarter of an acre. 

Soil Alluvial, improved with mushroom 
compost and well-rotted manure. 
Climate Sits in a frost pocket. 
Hardiness zone USDA 9. 


Facing page In early spring, Elizabeth's 
garden is a sea of Crocus tommasinianus 
and Cyclamen coum punctuated with 
snowdrops. Later-flowering spring bulbs, 
including Narcissus, Erythronium, Fritillaria 
and Corydalis, follow to create a tapestry 
that fluctuates throughout the season 
under the hanging canopy of hellebores. 
These are mostly seed-raised H. x hybridus, 
which hold colour and form for months. 


Above Elizabeth developed her strains of 
hybrid hellebores over her 30 or so years 
of careful selection at Washfield Nursery. 
Some of these plants migrated with her to 
this garden, where she dutifully maintains 
them, deadheading to prevent self-seeding 
and mulching to ensure the healthiest 

and most floriferous plants. 
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Under the stretching arms of 
mature shrubs, the hellebores 


provide a long-lasting middle “% 


storey above the undercarpet 
of bulbs, which emerge in 
well-composed succession 
throughout the spring. 
Elizabeth’s garden is a 
masterclass in balancing a 
celebration of the fullness 

of spring and later seasonal 
interest, by combining layers of 
_ Plants i in mixed borders. 
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Elizabeth’s hellebores 


1 Helleborus x hybridus Picotee Group Over the years, Elizabeth has established relatively 
stable hellebore breeding lines through her technique of hand-pollinating plants in the open 
ground without the risk of crossing. Of all her selections, she is proudest of her picotees — 
defined by a distinct dark edge to the sepals, often with prominent veining. 7Ocm. RHS H7t. 
2 Helleborus x hybridus yellow One of Elizabeth's purest yellows. By back-crossing 
yellower forms of H. odorus with H. x hybridus, she has succeeded in producing some 
excellent yellows with red hearts and golden nectaries. 70cm. RHS H7. 

3 Helleborus x hybridus ‘Queen of the Night’ A rich purple-black selection. Elizabeth used 
some dark wild forms but her early selections used cultivated plants as parents. Eric Smith's 
H. x hybridus ‘Pluto’ was a important parent for these. 70cm. RHS H7. 

4 Helleborus x hybridus white with red heart A seedling Elizabeth developed while 
working with Thompson & Morgan. A really clean white that contrasts beautifully with 
its red eye and comes reliably true from seed. 70cm. RHS H7. 

5 Helleborus x hybridus green with red speckles Elizabeth is adamant that 
ahellebore’s charm is inthe moment of reveal when you turn its face. The hanging 
flowers also protect the pollen-laden anthers from the winter rains. 70cm. RHS H7. 

6 Helleborus x hybridus good red While originally many selections were created from open 
pollinated plants, Elizabeth spent years carefully selecting and hand pollinating to ensure 
uniformity within her strains. These reds were specially selected for their ability to hold 
their colour as they died off, giving a much longer season of interest. 7Ocm. RHS H7. 

7 Helleborus x hybridus speckled white A very reliable strain, which sings against the 
darkness of freshly mulched ground. Elizabeth selected flowers with strongly overlapped 
sepals to give a delicate cupped form and so her selections should always have as good 
acolour on the reverse, as this is what you see most of the time. 7Ocm. RHS H7. 

8 Helleborus torquatus A small but beautiful species with green-purple flowers, sometimes 
heavily veined. The often highly segmented foliage is truly deciduous. 40cm. RHS H7. 


Turn the page for eight of Elizabeth's favourite spring plants 


Elizabeth's top spring plants 


1 Pulmonaria ‘Roy Davidson’ An excellent and vigorous lungwort with masses of pale, almost 
milky-blue flowers and mottled leaves. American gardener Roy Davidson produced this 
seedling of Elizabeth's P. longifolia ‘Bertram Anderson’. 30cm. RHS H6, USDA 3a-8b. 

2 Trillium kurabayashii One of the most dramatic toad lilies, this California native is similar 
to T. sessile but with larger, darker flowers and beautifully mottled foliage. 60cm. RHS H4. 
3 Narcissus ‘Jenny’ A delicate cyclamineus type daffodil with typically reflexed petals that 
emerge pale yellow but fade to a milky white and surround alemon-yellow trumpet. 
Small but sturdy. Flowers in March to April. 20cm. AGM*. RHS H6, USDA 3a-8b. 

4 Pulmonaria saccharata ‘Leopard’ This lungwort, a Mediterranean native, was 
discovered and named by the late great plantsman Graham Stuart Thomas, who identified 
it for its vigour and distinct red-pink flowers held above marbled foliage. Elizabeth has many 

plants from Graham in her garden. 30cm. RHS H6, USDA 3a-8b. 

5 Pseudotrillium rivale The leaves of this beautiful close relative of Trillium have an 
attractive blue flush when they emerge, later revealing white, three-petalled cups, speckled 
with pink. Elizabeth has a particularly good form with strong speckling. 20cm. RHS H4. 

6 Corydalis solida ‘George Baker’ An old but particularly good red selection of 
Corydalis solida named for the eminent plantsman and recipient of the RHS Victoria 
Medal of Honour, who collected many plants. A useful early flowering perennial that will 
bulk up on a free-draining soil but resents waterlogging. 25cm. AGM. RHS H5. 

7 Anemone x lipsiensis A vigorous A. nemorosa x A. ranunculoides hybrid wood anemone 
favoured for its pale lemon-yellow flowers. On soils that aren't too heavy, it will quickly 
colonise and as long as it gets some spring moisture, will cope with tricky areas in dry shade. 
In Elizabeth's garden, it works itself into the tapestry of spring ephemerals. 1Ocm. RHS H5. 
8 Epimedium ‘Black Sea’ Elizabeth collects epimediums for their hardiness as well as their 
beauty. This one has exceptional foliage that flushes dark purple as temperatures drop. Its 
rounded, lemon-coloured sepals are overlaid with red. 40cm. RHS H6, USDA 5a-8b. 


*Holds an Award of Garden Merit from the Royal Horticultural Society. ‘Hardiness ratings given where available. 


> a deep alluvial soil, which she has 
improved over the years with consistent 
application of mulch. This combination of 
moisture retention and drainage provides 
ideal conditions for her hellebores. While 
some mistakenly relegate these heralds of 
spring to dry shade, the best flowering comes 
from consistent moisture and more light 
than their woodland reputation might imply. 

In shade that’s too dense, hellebores tend 
to produce large leaves at the expense of 
flowers, but in Elizabeth’s garden, under the 
fine cover of the deciduous acer, the plants 
are full of blooms. Many nurseries used to 
split and divide hellebores, but it was clear 
to Elizabeth this weakened the plants and 
that it was far better to develop reliable 
seed strains. “Seedling hellebores are so 
much stronger,” she explains. All the plants 
in Elizabeth’s garden are seed raised. 

Now in her eighties, Elizabeth still 
does most of the gardening herself, 
spending weeks deadheading the hellebores 
to prevent self-seeding and ruthlessly 
removing any plants showing signs of virus. 
“T have zero tolerance for disease,” she says. 
While one corner of her garden holds the 
many hybrids she brought from Washfield, 
there are also a number of wild species, 
some of which Elizabeth collected on her 


multiple trips to the Balkans. She has always 
been critical of indiscriminate collecting, 
but was responsible for several exciting 

wild introductions, including two of the 
early double forms of Helleborus torquatus, 
which she named ‘Dido’ and ‘Aeneas’. 
Despite their novelty, these did not prove 

to be good garden plants, and her later 
doubles derived rather from crosses between 
Helleborus x hybridus ‘Giinther Jiirg!’ 

and Helleborus x hybridus ‘Snow Queen, 
which she sourced from Germany. 

Walking with Elizabeth around her 
garden, you become acutely conscious of 
the very personal relationship she has with 
all her plants. They represent not only her 
own journey as a gardener, but are also 
reminders of her numerous horticultural 
friendships. “People were so generous to 
me,” she explains, recalling a time when 
Martyn Rix sent her seed of Epimedium 
davidii —a much desired plant that at the time 
was not in cultivation. In the garden today, she 
still has a corner of choice epimediums, and it 
is important to recognise that this garden is far 
more than a collection of hellebores. 

While she has flown somewhat below 
the radar since the closure of Washfield, 
it is clear that Elizabeth’s eye for a good 
garden plant is as sharp as ever. 0 


Above Light catching the impressive 
red petals of Trillium kurabayashii, one 
of the largest and most ornamental of 
its genus. Once established in a deep, 
moisture-retentive soil in partial shade, 
this California native is a reliable and 
long-lived perennial. Elizabeth secured 
a piece from her father, who was a keen 
plantsman in his retirement. 
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This page Woottens offers 

a wide selection of auriculas 
of both the show and alpine 
types. This fragrant, deep- 
red cultivar, ‘Chigwell’ is a 
show type that falls into the 
Fancy category and is one of 
several bred by Henry Pugh, 
possibly named after London 
Underground stations. 
Facing page Owners Luci 
Skinner (left) and Gillian 
Morris check plants in one 
of Woottens’ polytunnels. 


A favourite of the 


auriculas continue to 


1 


th-century Florists’ Societies, 
ttract enthusiastic collectors and are 
if the Suffolk nursery Woottens 


EN PHOTOGRAPHS RICHARD BLOOM 


oottens, in the flat 

lands of Suffolk 

at Wenhaston, 

five miles from 

the sea, was 

founded in 1990 
by Michael Loftus, who was much admired 
as a plantsman. In 2016, four years after 
he died, his widow sold the nursery to two 
women who, from working with Loftus, had 
absorbed much of his knowledge, and shared 
his particular interest in irises, pelargoniums, 
hemerocallis and auriculas. 

Gillian Morris and Luci Skinner have 
always been passionate about growing and 
selling plants, so they were thrilled to become 
the new owners of Woottens. At the start 
of their ownership, the pair of them had to 
dismantle and move four polytunnels from 
the original site to the iris field, where their 
nursery was to be sited. “I wouldn’t want to 
do it again,” Gillian says. As hands-on nursery 
owners, the two of them do a lot of the work 
on the 11-acre site themselves, with a very 
small team of part-time staff and supportive 
partners, including packing the plants they 
grow for mail order. 

Plants are packed in compostable starch 
packing chips to protect them in transit. 
Once unpacked the trick is to water the 


packing chips, so they shrink, or otherwise 
they roll everywhere, and then you can add 
them to the compost heap. The nursery has 
an all-green policy so it is important that this 
extends to everything they do. “It takes up 

a lot of time if you do things properly,’ says 
Luci.“Using organic methods is more labour 
intensive, but it’s worth it.” 

Auriculas are fussy, and for these they 
have some help from Gillian’s partner Jenny 
Stafford — in the past, the propagation was 
done by Sandra Sutton, who bred more 
than 30 of Woottens’ own hybrids. After the 
polytunnel collapsed during a storm in 2018, 
it had to be reclad and it took a couple of 
seasons to rebuild the collection. In 2020, 
however, they bought the Drointon collection 
of 2,000 show auriculas, and now Woottens 
is one of the best places to shop for these 
very special flowers. 

Growing rare, unusual or species plants is 
what Woottens does — Gillian and Luci don’t 
want to sell run-of-the-mill garden centre stuff, 
but only special things. Some of their own 
hybrids, such as “Woottens Green Goddess’ 
are particularly lovely. I can vouch for the 
excellence of their plants, having bought 
several for my own collection. Though 
they usually flower in April, these plants 

To continue turn to page 44 [> 


16 top auriculas 


1 Primula auricula ‘Devons Road’ A Fancy type of auricula, technically the 
rejects of auricula breeding (those that didn't fit in with the stringent rules of the 
other groups were categorised as Fancy). It has a purple body and a thick white 
edge, and was bred by Henry Pugh in 2006. 15-20cm. RHS H5, USDA 3b-9bt. 
2 Primula auricula ‘Woottens Ragged Canary’ Another Fancy type, this one 
bred by Woottens in 2008. Lightly fragrant, it has attractive multi-coloured 
flowers that are yellow with a green edge. 15-20cm. RHS H5, USDA 3b-9b. 
3 Primula auricula ‘Arwen’ A plum-red cultivar that belongs to the light-centred 
alpine group that are strong growers and well-suited to growing in open borders. 
Petals fade from a dark colour to a lighter shade. One of aseries named for Lord 
of the Rings characters, bred by John Radford. 15-20cm. RHS H5, USDA 3b-9b. 
4 Primula auricula ‘Cuckoo Fair’ One of the Self group of auriculas that are the 
closest to the original auricula species, with petals of just one clear colour. Easily 
damaged and best grown in show pots. Bred by Pop's Plants in 1996, it has 
deep-purple flowers and tall upright stems. 15-20cm. RHS H5, USDA 3b-9b. 

5 Primula auricula ‘Minty’ A purple cultivar, with pale, mint-green stripes 
from the Stripe group, one of the oldest categories. Bred by Derek 
Parsons in 2006. 15-20cm. RHS H5, USDA 3b-9b. 

6 Primula auricula ‘Weirdo’ Another from the Stripe group, this is an unusual 
form with lightly dusted, purple and lemon stripes. An often variable but 
handsome plant. 15-20cm. RHS H5, USDA 3b-9b. 

7 Primula auricula ‘Old Irish Scented’ One of the Border group that generally 
resemble the species Primula hirsuta, although this dusky yellow with a frilled 
edge is very different in appearance. It was discovered in the gardens of 
Lissadell House in Ireland. 15-20cm. RHS H5, USDA 3b-9b. 

8 Primula auricula ‘Voodoo Mama’ A Stripe type with flowers striped deep and 
pale purple. Bred by Derek Parsons in 2006. 15-20cm. RHS H5, USDA 3b-9b. 


9 Primula auricula ‘Strand’ A Stripe type with flowers that have stripes of red, 

bronze and white and the powdery markings known as farina on the petals. It 

was bred by Henry Pugh in 2003. 15-20cm. RHS H5, USDA 3b-9b. 

z 10 Primula auricula ‘Woottens Advent’ A Border type bred by Woottens in 

2008. Across between P. auricula ‘May’ x P. auricula ‘Old Yellow Dusty Miller’, 

it has soft purple flowers. 15-20cm. RHS H5, USDA 3b-9b. 

11 Primula auricula ‘Gild Green’ One of the Edge group of auriculas, which 

are distinguished by having an unusual edge to the flower petals. In this case 

flowers have a black body with a green edge. The cultivar name is thought to 

be an abbreviated version of ‘Geldersome Green No.2’, bred by Jack Ballard 

in 1970, and so-called because the original plant flowered, was named and 

then died. 15-20cm. RHS H5, USDA 3b-9b. 

12 Primula auricula ‘Bright Ginger’ A Self type with striking golden orange 

colour. Thought to be a Tim Coop seedling, named by Brenda Hyatt in 1997. 

15-20cm. RHS H5, USDA 3b-9b. 

13 Primula auricula ‘Brick Lane’ A Self type that has attractive orange-red 

flowers and was bred by Henry Pugh in 2009. 15-20cm. RHS H5, USDA 3b-9b. 

14 Primula auricula ‘Helen Barter’ A Fancy type with flowers that have 

a purple body with a grey-green edge. It was bred in 1988 by R Barter. 
15-20cm. RHS H5, USDA 3b-9b. 

15 Primula auricula ‘Sandhills’ A floriferous, gold-centred alpine with flowers 
that are dark maroon with a narrow edge. A seedling of P. auricula ‘Sirius’, it was 
bred by Arthur Delbridge in 1989, and named after a local sand quarry near the 

raiser’s home. 15-20cm. RHS H5, USDA 3b-9b. 

16 Primula auricula ‘Stripey’ An unusual Double auricula with small, finely 
striped mauve and cream flowers. Unusually for a Double auricula, it shows 

an open centre. 15-20cm. RHS H5, USDA 3b-9b. 


Holds an Award of Garden Merit from the Royal Horticultural Society 
Hardiness ratings given where available 


> are ordered when the list is released in early 
spring, and they go fast. 

In the 18th and 19th centuries, auriculas 
were among the most popular plants collected 
by members of the English Florists’ Societies, 
and they remain popular with collectors to this 
day. Although the alpine auriculas are generally 
robust enough to grow in borders, Luci and 
Gillian believe both show and alpine auricula 
types are best grown in individual pots, and 
perhaps displayed in a traditional Auricula 
Theatre, where the vast array of different flowers 
in wonderful colours can be fully appreciated. 

Root aphids have recently been a nuisance to 
growers of auriculas, so I wanted to learn how they 
manage their plants. Gillian says these picky alpines 
hate being too wet, but they also don’t like being 
too dry in summer, because root aphids thrive in 
dry conditions. Many growers divide their plants 
after flowering, but life on the nursery is too busy, 
so their plants are usually divided in July to August. 
When root aphids strike, it involves removing 
all the compost and then washing the roots with 
horticultural soap. The plants get a root feed high 
in phosphorous and very low in nitrogen in early 


44 


February, and a potassium feed to encourage 
flowers a fortnight later and then every two weeks. 
Woottens use a compost that is 50 per cent peat 
substitute, 25 per cent grit or perlite and 25 per cent 
loam, such as John Innes, with some added slow- 
release fertiliser. Auriculas grow in the crevices of 
rocks, so they do not like being overpotted. Ideally, 
they should be in a shady east-facing site, with 
protection from wet in winter. 

If you are tempted to start your own auricula 
collection, look out for Woottens’ availability 
list, which is usually published on its website 
in February. You can order as soon as the list is 
published, for dispatch in March, but be quick, 
as this early release attracts lots of collectors and 
enthusiasts — last year’s list sold out within 
a week. Most years Woottens also holds an 
Auricula Open Day in late April. 


USEFUL INFORMATION 

Address Woottens of Wenhaston, The Iris Field, 
Hall Road, Wenhaston, Suffolk IP19 9HF. 

Tel 01502 478258/07802 507693. 

Web woottensplants.com Open Every Saturday 
from March to October, 10am-4pm. 


How to propagate 
auriculas 


The only way to reproduce an auricula 
true to its parent is by taking offsets from 
that parent. You can do this at any time 
while the plant is actively growing, but 
itis probably best to take offsets after 
flowering, while repotting. 


* Begin by removing all the old compost 
from the roots thoroughly, and cleaning if 
there are any signs of pest or disease. 


+ Split the clumps if necessary or desired 
and repot. Any offsets can be easily teased 
off the main root (known on auriculas as 
the ‘carrot’) and potted up. Always make 
sure you have a section of both root and 
leaf to make a viable new plant. 


+ After division, pot into 7-9cm 
pots and feed the young plants with 
a high-phosphate feed to encourage 
strong root growth. 


* Don’t overpot auriculas. This may 
lead to overwatering, with roots sitting 
in wet compost, when they need 
excellent drainage. 


Facing page A selection of auricula 
cultivars, including ‘Arwen; ‘Brick 
Lane’ ‘Gild Green’ ‘Bright Ginger’ 
and ‘Watchet’ on display in the 
Woottens’ polytunnels. 
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IN BRIEF 


What Small town garden, featuring 
plants that are adapted to drought. 
Where Berkeley, northern California. 


ie 


Size 15m x 30m. 


Soil Brought-in topsoil, improved with volcanic roek. 


Climate Foggy, little rainfall, no hard fegsts. 


Hardiness zone USDA 10a. 


Above The view from the front 
door to the street is obscured by 
a blue fan palm, Brahea armata 
‘Clara’ one of the first plants to 
have gone in, with Pittosporum 
tenuifolium ‘Silver Sheen’ along 
the fence. The pathway is flanked 
by silky Acacia cognata ‘Mini Cog’ 
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The green scene 


Flora Grubb’s luxuriant courtyard garden brims with native and 
non-native planting and is an exemplar of low-water gardening 


WORDS KENDRA WILSON PHOTOGRAPHS CAITLIN ATKINSON 


n-thirsty is a word we could 

all embrace in gardening: it 

is used by Flora Grubb of the 

eponymous San Francisco 

nursery, in describing the 

vibrant plants for which she 
has a passion. “We don’t love the word ‘dry’; we 
aren't trying to make gardens that look dry,” she 
explains. “We’re trying to make gardens that 
look ‘juicy’ but don’t need much water.” This 
approach to gardening with minimal water 
is what her nursery has become famous for, 
and the small city garden that wraps around 


Flora’s own house in Berkeley, California, is a 
compelling example of her outlook — that an 
ecologically thoughtful garden is not in any way 
a compromise. “There are some very traditional 
things about my garden, but what is not 
traditional is the amount of water it uses,” she 
says. The fog of the Bay Area carries moisture 
in the air, but little rainfall; it doesn’t rain for 
seven months in a year. The climate is “coastally 
influenced cool summer Mediterranean”; in 
other words, says Flora, “plants love it”. 

Flora is drawn to plants that suit a dry climate, 
wherever they come from. Her nursery, backed [> 


Above One of the key structural plants Flora introduced when she began this garden 
six years ago was the weeping shrub Acacia cognata, which she has used to frame the 
entrance. Other plants are grown in planters so Flora can move them around, although 
the tall white pot on the right is water feature with a gentle fountain. 


Right A study in contrast and texture, blue-green Phlebodium aureum ‘Blue Star’ 
nestles between the porch edge and flowering Dianella caerulea ‘Goddess’ An unplanted 


glazed pot by the famous Californian pottery Bauer brings out the yellows. 


Below Flora relaxes on the covered seat to the side of her house. “It's perfect for a mild 
winter day,” she says. Her small Californian garden, which she waters by hand, reflects 
the philosophy of her nursery, using plants that need little water but create a lush feel. 
To her right is the palm Rhopalostylis baueri and Kniphofia thomsonii in a terracotta pot 
that complements its flowers. On her right is a Beaucarnea recurvata. 


Above left By the open front door, variegated Meryta sinclairii ‘Moonlight’ 
provides some height, while the rounded leaves of Farfugium japonicum 
var. giganteum make a glossy lower storey. 


Above right “This covered area is bathed in sunlight in the evening all 
summer, so | can come home and soak it up,” says Flora. “Much of the garden 
is designed around having comfortable places to relax in the sun.” 


Left More light will enter this part of the front garden when the Brahea 
armata ‘Clara’ palm reaches its potential of 7.5m high. Gently contrasting 
leaves of Cotyledon orbiculata ‘Silver Storm’ and Dudleya brittonii are 
shown to advantage in the white pot. 


Below Around the edges of Acacia cognata ‘Mini Cog; Aeonium ‘Mint 
Saucer’ draws attention to smaller players, including silvery Leucophyta 
brownii, Ceanothus griseus var. horizontalis ‘Diamond Heights’ Santolina 
rosmarinifolia ‘Lemon Fizz’ and Peperomia ferreyrae. 
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> by a 40-acre wholesale operation in Southern 
California, has been responsible for several 
introductions of climate-adapted plants sourced 
from around the globe. Palms are 
a speciality, and she is particularly fond of 
her own Brahea armata ‘Clara, from Sonora 
state in Mexico, which is better suited to 
cooler conditions than the straight species. A 
weeping acacia by the front door (A. cognata) is 
Australian, as is Pittosporum tenuifolium 
‘Silver Sheen’, which creates a shimmering 
screen in front of the perimeter fence. 
Non-natives anchor the garden, but natives 
are here too, such as gravel-hugging Ceanothus 
griseus var. horizontalis ‘Diamond Heights’ 
“Native plants should be part of all gardens 
of any size in California,” says Flora, while 
maintaining that a multicultural tapestry brings 
life to a garden. She eagerly tends her plot 
every morning, and it gives her a window into 
non-native plant behaviour. One of her great 
joys 1s watching the effect the planting has on 
pollinators and other non-human visitors. Her 
Australian Grevillea ‘Peaches and Cream, for 
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instance, is sought out by rare hooded orioles, 
North American nectar-drinking birds, which are 
at the northern tip of their breeding range here. 

“With all the weird stuff going on in the world, 
it’s actually a wonderful time to be a gardener,” 
she says, while acknowledging that it is the 
nurseryman’s responsibility to monitor exotics 
and prevent their sale if they are rampant, “no 
matter how much customers ask for them”: Part of 
the reason that the plants for which she is known 
are rare, she suggests, is that they are difficult to 
propagate. At the same time, because they love the 
climate and conditions, they grow speedily once 
established. In an area of microclimates, in which 
San Francisco is noticeably colder than Berkeley 
across the bay, and one street north of Flora is less 
warm than one street south, her garden has given 
her an intimate understanding of the growth rate 
of varying plants. One mistake was allowing her 
pittosporum hedge to grow to over three metres in 
four years, requiring drastic rehabilitation. 

The amount of gravel on show has fluctuated as 
plants come and go. In becoming full-grown, the 
irrepressible acacia, A. cognata ‘Mini Cog has |> 


Above In front of the Brahea 
armata ‘Clara’, a Robinia 
pseudoacacia ‘Twisty Baby’ will 
continue to distract the eye away 
from the street entrance, after 
the palm has grown taller. Just as 
attention grabbing are a couple 
of yellow-striped Beschorneria 
yuccoides Flamingo Glow 
(='Besys’) stationed to the right 
of the path, which occasionally 
burst into spectacular flower. 


49 


>> swamped its smaller neighbours, some of which 
have been moved to the back garden. Its luxuriance 
adds some ordered anarchy to the front, which is 
more “sculpted” than the free-ranging backyard. 
Rounded Buxus “Green Mountair has recently 
been removed because of continuing blight, 
but it hasn’t left gaps; this is a garden that is 
allowed to respond to its own nature. 

Flora happily plunges grow pots straight 
into larger ceramic vessels so that she can 
experiment with one of her main motivations: 
texture. A silver duo in a white pot illustrates 
Flora’s ideas on foliage: Cotyledon orbiculata 
‘Silver Storm; with its round, flat leaves, partners 
with Dudleya brittoni — sharing a similar 
texture but with a more pointed form. Flowers 
in this garden are fairly few and far between. 
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Left Tucked around the side by the house, this cosy 
nook faces west. It’s another staging post for some of 
Flora's stylish pots. To the right, flowering Beaucarnea 
recurvata stands to attention next to Strelitzia nicolai, 
or white bird of paradise. 

Above The back garden is experimental and free-form, 
away from the more “sculpted” entryway. Here, a 
Chinese white mulberry (Morus alba) hangs over 
one of Flora’s blithely plant-free pots, with a pale 
Phormium ‘Blondie’ in the foreground. 


“T do like flowers, but when a garden is filled 
with them, it is often too much for me to find 
pleasurable,” she says. “Whereas you can have 
all the textures, and never think: ‘Please, make 
it stop.” When her exotics do flower, amid all 
the greenery, it can be a genuinely spectacular 
event. This year, her yellow-striped Beschorneria 
yuccoides Flamingo Glow (=‘Besys’) sent out an 
enormous, luminous pink bloom stalk. “The 
flowering process of that plant was outlandish,” 
Flora recalls. “It was such a pleasure.” 


USEFUL INFORMATION 

Find Flora’s nursery at: Flora Grubb Gardens, 
1634 Jerrold Ave, San Francisco, CA 94124, USA. 
Tel +1 415 626 7256. Web floragrubb.com 

Open Wednesday to Sunday, llam-6pm. 
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Left A cedar structure houses 
aconcrete hot tub for cooler 
evenings. Kniphofia thomsonii, 
flanked by Westringia ‘Wynyabbie 
Highlight’ continue the warm 
. ot theme, with the distinctive 

branches and foliage of Melaleuca 
diosmifolia in the foreground. 


Below Ceanothus griseus var. 
horizontalis ‘Diamond Heights’ 
is a drought-tolerant evergreen 
that is native to San Francisco 
specifically. It is a good mingler, 
shown here with Dymondia 
margaretae from South Africa. 
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Crocus tommasinianus 

One of the earliest crocuses 
to flower, and superb for 
naturalising in grass, where 

it will form a carpet of colour. 
This Balkan species produces 
lilac-purple blooms as early 


as February in the UK. 
7-10cm. AGM*. 


Crocus ‘Jeanne d’Arc’ 
One of the popular, 
large-flowered Dutch 
hybrid crocuses, with 
glistening white flowers 
marked with purple 
feathering on the outside. 
Inside the flower is a frilly 
orange stigma. 10-15cm. 


PLANT PROFILE 


What Small, hardy, early flowering 
corms, with flowers in a range of colours. 
Origins Europe, Turkey, North Africa and 
Central Asia. 

Season Flowering in early spring, 
dormant in summer. 

Size 5-15cm tall. 

Conditions Sunny position in a border, 
beneath deciduous trees and shrubs or 
in lawns. Also good for containers. 
Hardiness RHS H6, USDA 3a-8b. 


*Holds an Award of Garden Merit from 
the Royal Horticultural Society. 


Crocus ‘Pickwick’ 

A strong-growing Dutch 
hybrid, ideal for a lawn 

and flowering after the early 
species, extending the 
season. The feathered 
purple blooms are quite 
striking and there can 

often be several per 

corm. 10-15cm. 


Crocus malyi ‘Ballerina’ 
This species is from 
Croatia and flowers 
alittle later than 

many crocuses. The 
cultivar ‘Ballerina’ is 
pure white with a pale 
yellow throat and tiny 
violet spots on the tips 
of the outer petals. Likes 
good drainage. 7-lOcm. 


ou suddenly notice them, after the long, 
drab months of winter: the small dots 
of purple crocus appearing, scattered 
through the grass. Crocus tommasinianus 
is one of the first of the spring crocuses to 
flower. Grown en masse, these purple 
flowers, affectionately known as Tommies, 
signal that spring is finally underway. They 
emerge as narrow flask-like buds, often 
with a pale silvery-lilac back, but when the 
sun shines, they open wide, basking in the rare warmth and 
displaying purple blooms with golden anthers at their centre. 
Flowering in autumn or spring, crocuses grow from a small 
corm, with narrow leaves that have a pale stripe along the length 
of the upper surface. The leaves of spring-flowering species appear 
at the same time as the flowers. They die back to survive 
underground during the dry summer in their natural home. 
These are plants of the meadows, hills 


Crocus ‘Ard Schenk’ 
This pure-white form 

in the C. chrysanthus 
hybrid group has flowers 
with a yellow throat inside 
that shows through the 
petals. Like other cultivars 
in the group, it flowers 
early and this is an 
especially useful cultivar 
for naturalising. 7-lOcm. 


decades. When Brian Mathew wrote his classic monograph The 
Crocus in 1982, he described 80 species; since then many new 
crocuses have been described and others have been elevated from 
subspecies to species. In The World of Crocuses, published in 2017, 
the Latvian nurseryman Janis Ruksans lists 235 species. Today the 
Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew, recognises 249 species, and while few 
are likely to be seen outside of specialist collections, there is still 

a tempting array for gardeners to choose from. 

Spring-flowering crocuses are often planted in a lawn, and in 
the wild they frequently colonise grazed turf or rocky ground, 
sometimes flowering as the snow melts around them. I will never 
forget seeing Crocus sieberi flowering in a high meadow above the 
Omalos Plain in Crete. The white flowers created a shimmering 
carpet so dense it was hard to avoid standing on the individual 
blooms. Crocus sieberi is endemic to Crete, but it is closely related 
to Crocus nivalis (syn. C. sublimis), which is found throughout 
mainland Greece. One of its most striking cultivars, Crocus 

nivalis ‘Tricolor’ has purple-tipped 


and mountains of Europe, North Africa, h . | d h petals, with a white band through the 
Turkey and Central Asia but some have In t ewl t cy middle and a golden yellow base. It is 


become naturalised in parts of northern 


distinctive even in bud. 


Europe and North America. Those that colonise or azed tur f Flowering soon after Crocus 


are widely sold are the best suited to 


tommasinianus is the yellow Crocus 


a wetter climate and a few, such as the Or rocky ground, chrysanthus and the numerous hybrids 


Tuscan crocus, Crocus etruscus, can 


between it and Crocus biflorus that come 


cope with moisture all year round. sometimes flower Ing in a range of colours, from pure white to 


The number of known Crocus species 


has increased dramatically in the past few aS the SNOW melts 


purple and blue. Pure Crocus chrysanthus 
To continue turn to page 59 [> 
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Crocus x luteus 

‘Golden Yellow’ 

Often grouped with the 
Dutch C. vernus hybrids, but 
actually a cross between 

C. angustifolius and C. flavus, 
its golden blooms are a rich 
and luxurious colour. Good 
for lawns. 10-15cm. AGM. 


How to grow Crocus 


¢ Every garden has room for a few 
crocuses. They are small plants that 
die down early, leaving space for 
later-growing plants in a border. 


* The main requirements for most 
species are a sunny position and soil 
that isn’t waterlogged, but some, such as 
C. angustifolius, need good drainage. 


¢ Plant the corms in autumn, under 
deciduous shrubs, around trees, among 
herbaceous perennials or in a container. 


¢ The corms should be planted around 
5-7cm deep. The large corms of the Dutch 
hybrids can be planted even deeper. They 
have apapery or fibrous coat, called the 
tunic, and at the top is a small point. 

Place the corms pointed end up. 


¢ If you grow them in a lawn, you can dig 
individual holes for each one and cover 


Crocus angustifolius 
Adistinctive species from 
southern Ukraine and 
Crimea, with strong purple 
markings on the back of 
the petals. It prefers a 
warm, dry summer so 

it is best grown in the 
free-draining soil of a 
raised bed, rock garden 
or pot. 7-lOcm. AGM. 


Crocus ‘Gipsy Girl’ 
‘Gipsy Girl’ is one of 
the C. chrysanthus 
hybrids and has 
lightly fragrant, 
lemon-yellow blooms 
with bronzy purple 
stripes on the outside. 
An early flowering 
cultivar that is good for 
naturalising. 7-lOcm. 


with the removed plug of turf, but this can 
be a laborious process if you have a lot of 
corms to plant. The more you plant, 
however, the better the display the 
following spring, so a quicker method is to 
cut the area of turf where you want to plant 
the crocuses, and lift it away or roll it back 
to expose the soil. Lightly break up the soil 
surface and carefully push in the corms. 
Then place the turf back over them. When 
you grow crocuses in a lawn, the grass can 
be cut by mid to late spring. 


* Crocus corms grow contractile roots 
that pull them down to the right depth if 
planted too shallow, but the deeper you 
plant, the less likely the corms will be dug 
up by squirrels or other rodents. If this is 
an issue in your garden, place some 
chicken wire over the area where you have 
planted, and cover with soil or turf to hide 
it from view. Use a wire gauge with holes 
around 5-lOmm wide. The crocuses will 


grow through, but it should deter squirrels 
and mice from digging down. Another 
problem is birds pecking at the flowers and 
buds as they emerge. To deter them, some 
gardeners push sticks in the ground with 
black cotton strung between, which is not 
always effective or attractive, but is 
preferable to using a cage or mesh. 
Alternatively, grow ina pot ina glasshouse 
or bring indoors when they start to flower. 


¢ It can take a while to achieve a carpet 
of crocus, but if you plant species that 
self-seed, you'll be able to enjoy the results 
after few years. C. tommasinianus and 

C. chrysanthus do this well. Dutch hybrid 
types tend to be sterile, but will increase by 
growing new corms. Eachcorm lasts a 
year, and the next season's plants grow 
from cormlets produced as the parent 
corm fades away. Instead of spreading 
across the ground, these hybrids form 
increasingly large clusters over time. 
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Crocus tommasinianus 
‘Barr’s Purple’ 

There are several named 
forms of this species, 
mostly varying in shades 
of purple. This is a deeper 
colour than the typical 
species and is named after 
the Victorian nurseryman 
Peter Barr. 7-10cm. 


Crocus ‘Prins Claus’ 

A striking two-toned 
crocus, with snow- 

white flowers that have 

a smudge of dusky purple 
on their outer petals. 

It's a C. chrysanthus 
hybrid that naturalises 
easily and flowers 

early. 7-lOcm. 


Crocus ‘Blue Pearl’ 

This probable C. biflorus x 
C. chrysanthus hybrid is as 
close to blue as you can 
get. A popular cultivar that 
needs good drainage but 
looks great at the front of 
a sunny border. Can have 
up to four flowers per 
corm. 7-lOcm. AGM. 


Crocus nivalis ‘Tricolor’ 
An easily recognised 
crocus, with its three 
distinct colours in the 
flower. It’s a selection 
of the Greek species 

C. nivalis, which was 
previously recognised 
as C. sieberi subsp. 
sublimis. 5-10cm. 


MANY THANKS TO RHS GARDEN WISLEY IN SURREY WHERE THESE IMAGES WERE TAKEN 


Crocus rujanensis 
This close relative of 
C. sieberi is found in 
Macedonia and Serbia, 
and has lilac-purple 
flowers with white and 
yellow in the throat but 
not in distinct bands. 
A vigorous plant that 
will increase from 
self-seeding. 7-lOcm. 


> is asunny, bright yellow but the hybrids 
include soft-blue ‘Blue Pearl’, pure-white 
‘Ard Schenk’ and the white flowers with 
deep-purple feathering of ‘Prins Claus’. 

Other yellow species include 
Crocus angustifolius and Crocus flavus, 
but it is the hybrid between these two, 
called Crocus x luteus ‘Golden Yellow’, 
that is more widely grown. This large- 
flowered, vigorous hybrid, sometimes 
called Crocus ‘Yellow Mammoth’, is 
more than 200 years old and a popular 
garden plant. 

Even more popular are the large Dutch crocuses, with 
names such as ‘Pickwick’, ‘Vanguard’, Jeanne d’Arc’ and 
‘Remembrance’. Vigorous plants that are perfect for turf, these 
are the huge crocus with rounded blooms that are often seen 
in parks and on roadside verges. Originally derived from the 
European species Crocus vernus, they have been grown since the 
16th century, and the plants we know today are complex hybrids 
between different selected forms or occasionally with other 
species, such as Crocus tommasinianus. 

The Dutch hybrid crocuses are certainly bold, but some of 
the more delicate species have a charm of their own. The narrow 
blooms of Crocus angustifolius are rich yellow with deep bronze 
on the outer petals and Crocus malyi has beautiful, starry white 
flowers, with a reddish-orange style. Some of the smaller species 


They say snowdrops 
are the harbingers 
of spring, but it is 
crocuses that fly the 
flag of spring's arrival 


Crocus etruscus 
An Italian species, known 
as the Tuscan crocus, 
with pale lilac-purple 
flowers, faintly streaked 
on the outside. Can 
tolerate summer 
moisture so does well in 

a border, although not as 
brightly coloured as some 
other species. 5-10cm. 


are best enjoyed in a pot or grown in 
a raised bed, where you can appreciate 
their individual beauty. 

The spring crocus season is brief. They 
sparkle for a few short weeks before the 
flowers fade, the petals become ragged 
and the narrow leaves elongate before 
dying down for the summer. But their 
job is done. They say snowdrops are the 
harbingers of spring, but it is crocuses 
that fly the flag of spring’s arrival. 3 


Richard Wilford is head of garden design and collection support at 
the Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew. 


Where to see and buy 

¢ Avon Bulbs Ltd, Burnt House Farm, Mid Lambrook, 
South Petherton, Somerset TA13 5HE. 

Tel 01460 242177, avonbulbs.co.uk 

¢ J Parker Dutch Bulbs (Wholesale) Ltd, 14 Hadfield Street, 
Old Trafford, Manchester M16 9FG. Tel 0161 848 1100, jparkers.co.uk 
¢ Peter Nyssen Ltd, 124 Flixton Road, Urmston, 

Manchester M41 5BG. Tel 0161 747 4000, peternyssen.com 
¢ Pottertons Nursery, Moortown Road, Nettleton, Caistor, 
Lincolnshire LN7 6HX. Tel 07507 770728, pottertons.co.uk 
¢ Rare Plants, PO Box 468, Wrexham LL13 9XR. 

Tel 01978 366399, rareplants.co.uk 
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HORTICULTURAL WHO’S WHO 


ROGER PARSONS 


The sweet pea breeder on establishing a sweet pea seed bank, what constitutes a perfect 
flower and how a weekend visit to Woolworths sparked a life-long obsession 


WORDS JOHN HOYLAND PORTRAIT CHARLIE HOPKINSON 


t was a Saturday morning outing with his mother in the 

1960s to the Birkenhead branch of Woolworths, to buy six 

packets of sweet pea seeds, that would mark the start of Roger 

Parsons life-long association with the flower. He didn’t know 

it at the time, but those seeds would lead him on the path 

to becoming one of the world’s foremost sweet pea experts, 
co-author of an authoritative monograph, a plant breeder and the 
passionate guardian of a sweet pea seed bank. 

“From the age of ten or so, I was sort of in charge of the garden 
whether I wanted to be or not,” he says. “Even at quite a young age, 
I was fascinated that I could grow plants from seed. Growing up in an 
urban environment, the whole natural process was fascinating to me.” 

The sweet peas that he sowed at the 
age of 12 flowered briefly and died. “I 
didn’t know about deadheading so they 
went to seed,” he says. “I remembered 
thinking they were nice and beautifully 
coloured while they lasted, but their 
season was short.” He was surprised the 
following year when self-sown seedlings 
appeared and flowered. “But I was so 
disappointed to see that half of them 
were rose pink and some of the colours 
didn’t appear at all. Looking back, 
I realise that it was my first lesson on 
genetic drift in plant populations.” 

Roger knew he didn’t want to work 
in an office, and his career began at 
the age of 17 as an assistant gardener 
in the local parks department and 
progressed to managing parks and 
gardens. During the 1980s, he came across a group of gardeners at 
his local horticultural society who were growing beautiful sweet peas. 
“Tt used to astound me the quality of the blooms they could produce.” 
Inspired by them, Roger started to focus his growing skills on sweet 
peas. “Some plants are easy to grow; sweet peas are very easy to grow, 
but to grow them really well takes a bit more effort, dedication and 
skill.” He began to realise that during this period he seemed to be 
growing more and more sweet peas and less of anything else. 

For Roger, the attraction of sweet peas was firstly in their scent. 
“Fragrance is so important: if a flower doesn’t have fragrance, I feel 
that I am being short changed,” he says. Add to the fragrance “the 
fabulous range of colours, the elegance of the blooms, the daintiness 
and poise on the stem” and you have, for Roger, the perfect flower. 

The parent of all sweet peas is Lathyrus odoratus and in 1993 Roger 
established a National Collection of species Lathyrus at Hotham Park 
in Bognor Regis, which, at the time, he managed. During this period, 
he became concerned that many sweet pea cultivars were no longer 
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being sold, particularly as specialist growers retired and nurseries 
closed. “I gradually became aware that good varieties were being lost. 
I realised that the gene pool was narrowing, so in 1998 I started a seed 
bank by collecting every sweet pea I could from all over the world.” 

His collection, assisted by Roger’s scouring of old seed catalogues, 
now numbers 1,300 cultivars, which, since taking early retirement in 
2005, he grows on his nursery, sending the seed around the world. 
His motivation in establishing the nursery was to preserve as many 
cultivars as possible. “People say to me that you can’t conserve 
everything, and I think maybe not, but I can have a damn good try.” 

Thirty years of growing and studying the genus, of taking 
notes and keeping records, led to the publication by the RHS 
of a monograph on Lathyrus. The 
book, written with Greg Kenicer, is 
a comprehensive description of the 
identification, botany and cultivation 
of the genus. A magisterial work, 
it is the definitive book on sweet 
peas. When pushed, Roger modestly 
acknowledges its importance. “Yes, 
to be honest, I am proud of the 
monograph. But we are not done yet. 
There are lots of new varieties to add.” 

For a plant to continue to appeal 
to new generations of gardeners, it 
has to be continually improved, and 
looking at breeding new ones is now 
the most important area of Roger’s 
work. His seed bank is an invaluable 
resource in breeding new cultivars: it 
even contains ‘Mrs Robert Bolton; one 
of the cultivars in the Woolworths’ seed packet that Roger first sowed. 
“T occasionally wonder how many more sweet peas the world can take, 
and each year I tell myself that there is always room for one more.” 

A huge number of cultivars were bred in the decades after 
1945, but tastes change, and gardeners now want a wider range 
of colours or early flowering plants or flowers with longer stems. 
Commercial cut-flower growers are also now wanting to produce 
sweet peas and their requirements are very different from those 
of gardeners, so Roger and other breeders around the world are 
working hard to meet the challenge of breeding new cultivars. 
“There is plenty to keep me going for another 30 years.” 3 


USEFUL INFORMATION 

Lathyrus: The Complete Guide by Greg Kenicer and Roger 
Parsons (RHS, £40) and sweet pea seeds, ready to sow now, 
are available (mail order only) from Roger Parsons Sweet Peas. 
Tel 01243 673770, rosweetpeas.com 


Island retreat 


For this Ibizan garden, Miguel Urquijo has created a design that offers 
pockets of lushness while merging effortlessly with its rural surroundings 


WORDS HANNAH GARDNER PHOTOGRAPHS CLAIRE TAKACS 


IN BRIEF 


What A large family garden. 

Where Ibiza, Spain. 

Size Two-acre garden in 98-acre estate. 
Soil Poor, unimproved clay. 

Climate Mediterranean, hot semi-arid. 
Hardiness zone USDA 10b. 


The garden of this idyllic Ibizan hillside 

retreat slips away from the farmhouse 

and segues into the wider wooded landscape, 
where an undulating tapestry of grey-green 
trees stretches out towards the distant 
coastline. Closer to the house, walls that 
draw on the area’s agricultural heritage 

are used to create formal divisions. 


hen Madrid-based 
landscape architect 
Miguel Urquijo first 
visited this faded 
but characterful 
Ibizan farmhouse, he 
found the site “a little 
abandoned, but full 
of possibility. The old land has a strong personality”. 

Located in a rural region of Ibiza, where the 
agrarian tradition is still dominant, the bones of 
this hillside garden were formed by mature trees and 
crumbling dry-stone walls. The native vegetation 
features handsome Pinus halepensis, slow-growing 
Juniperus sabina and mastic, Pistacia lentiscus, a large 
waxy evergreen shrub. This wildwood runs up to and 
through the garden, mingling with useful cultivated 
trees, gnarled ancient olives, a dusting of pretty 
almonds and a few sprawling figs. 

These blurred boundaries are subtle and 
permeable, allowing the gardened space to become 
immersed in the broad sweep of a breathtaking 
wider landscape. Miguel has an acute sensitivity 
and an intellectual approach to design intervention. 
“Designer and client should consider what the place 


demands,” he says. Respect for the ancestral essence 
of land is a guiding principle for the design practice 
Miguel runs with his partner Renate Kastner, and 
despite being an excellent plantsman, he exercises 
botanical self-restraint and humility towards the 
space in which he intervenes. “You can’t abstract 
from the panorama, so you must work with it.” 

Miguel has taken a pragmatic approach to the 
layout of this large site. It is impractical to source large 
quantities of soil-conditioning materials on the island, 
so it’s better to loosen the soil but essentially work 
with what you have and plant accordingly. Rainfall is 
scarce and the warm air is salty, so stress tolerance is 
a valuable asset. An earthen driveway snakes through 
large areas of planting, which feel gently ornamental 
—a lofty tapestry of characterful, mostly evergreen 
trees and tough aromatic shrubs. Drifts of Stipa 
tenuissima, perfect for introducing movement into a 
woody planting scheme, thread through a low, woody 
understorey, allowing the shrubs to slowly establish. 
The mastic and myrtle (Myrtus communis subsp. 
tarentina) are carefully curated with light, regular 
pruning; both are long lived and ductile. 

The ambition is eventually to create a minimalist 
sculptural effect using the organic forms of the dense 
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Above Miguel has retained many of the more 
characterful and eclectic existing trees that 
“3 still command attention. In this area near the 
house, he has incorporated an ancient olive, 
» alone palm and a hefty Euphorbia ingens into 
ith | the new garden. His use of evergreens is 
| inspired by the organic forms favoured by 
Spanish designer Fernando Caruncho and 
the minimalism of Japanese gardening. 


Below The paved terraces close to the house 
are well proportioned and intimate. Here 

the stone pavement is softened by creeping U 
Phyla nodiflora. Drifts of the sun-loving 

perennial Oenothera lindheimeri add a flowery 

transparency, while sculptural Limonium perezii 

provides an interesting shot of violet. It is valued 

for a long flowering season, is attractive to ie 
pollinators and does well in the shade. 


Above Next to the house, a pergola offers 

a shady retreat under the boughs of an ancient 
olive. The cane roof has an artisan feel and 
supports a scrambling wild grape vine. The 
vertical supports are created using the 
up-cycled thick stems of a vine that previously 
grew here. Low mounds of mastic and myrtle 
enjoy a relaxed feel in-between seasonal 
pruning and create a sense of seclusion. 


Below The stiff glaucous foliage of Agave 
americana adds definition to the terraces 
alongside the slow-growing evergreen shrubs. 
In the foreground is drought-tolerant Salvia 
canariensis, an eye-catching but invasive shrub 
that can easily reach two metres in one season 
and is regularly edited to keep the composition 

in balance. Its long stems hold purple-magenta 
flowers and grey-green aromatic foliage aloft. 


The Opuntia fietis-indica on the left is 
a relic of the original garden, setting 
the tone for the inclusion of cacti and 
succulents elsewhere in the garden — 
Yucca rostrata is one of Miguel’s 
favourites. Echium candicans with 

its grey-blue foliage forms shapely 
mounds before sending up show-\ * 
stopping lavender-blue flowers, 3 
and is another key plant in this aréa, 
alongside Oenothera lindheimeri, 
which with its bushy compact growth 
is well suited to this sunny terrace. 


~ 


> evergreens. The bold glaucous leaves of agave 
provide dramatic focal points and thrive in the harsh 
conditions. Beautifully crafted stone walls reference 
the cultural history and maintain the wide terracing. 

All the lower terrace paths and the driveway are 
constructed using gravel, which respects the mineral 
element of the wider landscape. The existing trees 
found on the site were bulked up where necessary 
and several new species were selected to provide 
architectural focal points. Cupressus sempervirens 
Stricta Group create a strong vertical accent. Native 
to the Mediterranean and western Asia, this bolt- 
upright conifer is tolerant of poor soils.“The cypress 
and the olive form the best dancing partners in the 
Mediterranean. They complement each other perfectly 
in colour, shape and texture,” says Miguel. 

Close to the house, steps lead up through a series 
of sharply angled and abundantly planted ornamental 
terraces, which are constructed from the local stone. 
The focus of the planting schemes on these higher 
terraces is still structural, but the low-maintenance 
palette introduces hard-working plants with a long 
season of textural interest and seasonal pops of colour. 
As you approach the main entrance to the house, you 


pass cooling swathes of immaculately maintained lawn 
and cross beautifully paved and carefully scaled terraces 
before you finally reach a series of shady courtyards. In 
these sheltered (and irrigated) inner areas, the planting 
is lush and leafy. Morning glory and creeping fig adorn 
the smooth walls. The impressive white-flowered 
Strelitzia alba adds drama and satisfies the aesthetic 
preference of the British clients, who have a fondness 
for soothing green and a familiarity with grass. 

A palm grove of stately Phoenix canariensis creates 
a bold oasis on the pool terrace above the house. 
They are structurally interesting and undoubtedly 
impressive. Various species of palm appear elsewhere 
in the garden — the native palm Chamaerops humilis 
‘Vulcano’ serves as an effective link between the exotic 
and native planting styles. The cue for planting palms 
came from one neglected old palm that caught the 
imagination of designer and client in the early days of 
their garden making. It’s still growing in front of the 
house, part of this visionary but light-touch redesign.O 


USEFUL INFORMATION 


Find out more about Miguel's work at 
urquijokastner.com/en/ 
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Summer-flowering 
bulbs to plant now 


Your spring bulbs may be in flower, but there is a tempting array of 
other bulbs to plant now to bring strong colour and interest come summer. 
Four experts give us their favourites for a long, flower-filled season 


Hard ness rat ngs g ven where ava ab e. 


Ho ds an Award of Garden Mer t from the Roya Hort cu tura Soc ety. 


CARIEN 
VAN BOXTEL 


Carien is a garden and 
landscape designer from 
the Netherlands who is 

_ known for her designs 
using bulb displays. 


1 Dahlia ‘Josie’ 

A lovely anemone dahlia that was bred in the 
Netherlands but is now a Sarah Raven 
exclusive, and named by Sarah after her 
lovely head gardener Josie Lewis. Perfect for 
containers, it flowers early in the season and 
its (Semi) single flowers are a wonderful 
bright orange and attractive to pollinators. 
60-70cm. RHS H3, USDA 7a-10bt. 


2 Gladiolus papilio 

A true species with big showy flowers that 

is very popular as a border plant. The papilio 
hybrid ‘David Hills’ has hints of red, yellow 
and apricot, but the true species is the most 
spectacular with its strangely beautiful hues 
of mauve, salmon, purple and green. 90cm. 
RHS H4, USDA 4a-lOb. 


3 x Amarine ‘Belladiva’ 

Amarines, a cross of Nerine and Amaryllis, 
are more of an autumn flower in the UK. They 
are extremely popular as elegant cut flowers 
but | prefer them in borders in between 
grasses and asters, and arranged with other 
pink and magenta, late-autumn bulbs, such 
as Colchicum autumnale. 50cm. RHS H5. 


4 Dahlia ‘Josudi Mercury’ 

A mini-cactus type that is a very beautiful 
shade of brick red, with hints of apricot at 
acloser look. | think this will become a very 
popular cultivar and | hope it can be grown 
in large quantities so that it will be widely 
available. 1.2m. RHS H3, USDA 7a-10b. 


5 Dahlia merckii 

A species dahlia | saw for the first time in the 
legendary garden designed by Nori and 
Sandra Pope at Hadspen House in 
Somerset. Extremely elegant with small, 
star-shaped flowers at the end of thin stems 
and lovely fine foliage. Also easy to grow from 
seed. 1.5m. RHS H3, USDA 7a-10b. 


6 Gladiolus ‘Milka’ 

A beautiful mauvish blue hybrid gladiolus, 
with a growing time of 60 to 80 days. Seen 
at the 2021 RHS Chelsea Flower Show on 
Pheasant Acre Plants’ display. 1.5m. 


7 Crocosmia x crocosmiiflora ‘George 
Davison’ Crocosmias are fantastic hardy 
corms that will provide lovely foliage and 
flowers as well as decorative seedheads. 

The bold reds and orange shades are better 
known, but | love a yellow in both garden 

and the vase. 75cm. RHS H5, USDA 5a-9b. [> 


CHARLIE HOPKINSON 


JO THOMPSON 


Jois one of the UK's 
leading garden designers. 
She is the winner of many 
awards including Gold and 
Silver Gilt medals at the 


1 Tritonia disticha. subsp. rubrolucens 

A delicate beauty better known as Tritonia 
‘Rosea’, this looks similar to a crocosmia but 
has pretty rosy-pink flowers set along thin, 
wiry, branching stems from late summer to 
autumn. Give it well-drained soil in sun for 
best results. 60-90cm. RHS H4. 


2 Lilium martagon 

Turk’s cap lilies are often grown as woodland 
plants in part shade, but they will also 
tolerate sun and look great when naturalised 
in open grass. The species produces an 
abundance of small, pinky-purple, 
downward-facing flowers with reflexed 
petals. 1.5m. AGM*. RHS H6, USDA 3a-8b. 


3 Dahlia ‘Café au Lait Rosé’ 

As its name suggests, this newish cultivar 
was bred from the ever-popular ‘Café au 
Lait’. It has large double blooms with broad 
pointed petals in the most charming of 
pinks, with depths of soft colour. It flowers 
from the beginning of June to the 
beginning of December in my garden. 
1.2m. RHS H3, USDA 7a-10b. 


4 Gladiolus communis subsp. byzantinus 
This is a gladiolus worth growing, but 
unlike other gladioli, it will self-seed and 
naturalise when happy. Granted, the 
flowers don't last that long, but those 
slender streaks of magenta work 

wonders as they flash through roses. 
90cm. AGM. RHS H5, USDA 7a-10b. 


5 Gladiolus ‘Ruby’ 

This cultivar, a papilio hybrid, has sumptuous 
velvet tones of deep red to burgundy and 
combines well with grasses or Eupatorium 
maculatum and red Persicaria. But it’s hard 
to choose just one gladiolus to grow, so I'll 
recommend several. | also love bronze-tinted 
G. ‘Indian Summer’ for mixing up with 
peaches and corals; pink G. nanus ‘Charm’, 
which is really useful coming up through 
roses when they've gone over; and 

G. ‘Chocolate’, which looks gorgeous grown 
with fennel and Calamagrostis brachytricha. 
90cm-1.2m. RHS H4, USDA 4a-10b. 


6 Dahlia ‘Penhill Watermelon’ 

This is a plant that encapsulates everything 

| love about colour. The huge, glamorously 
shaggy flowers, with twisting, pointed petals 
of peachy-pink, are produced in profusion 
over along period and last well in the vase 
too. lm. RHS H3, USDA 7a-10b. 
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CHARLIE RYRIE 


Charlie is a garden 

writer and passionate 
gardener who founded The 
Real Cut Flower Garden, 

§ which supplies sustainably 
grown flowers. 


1 Agapanthus ‘Headbourne White’ 

A robust, white-flowered, deciduous form of 
this variable group of African lily, which is 
borderline hardy. The big domed blooms, like 
snowballs, top straight stems in late summer. 
Plant the rhizomes once risk of frost has 
passed, in full sun in well-drained soil, or 
snugly in pots. lm. RHS H4, USDA 3a-8b. 


2 Camassia leichtlinii subsp. leichtlinii 
This creamy-white subspecies with subtle, 
delicate flowers is better for cutting than the 
blue subsp. suksdorfii. A hardy perennial, it 
spreads enthusiastically in the ground in 
moist but well-drained conditions in sun or 
part shade, and although usually planted in 
autumn, I’ve had success planting them in 
late winter for a June flowering. 1m. RHS H4. 


3 Ranunculus asiaticus 

The double-flowered forms of Persian 
buttercups, with their ruffled layers of 
crepe-paper-like petals, are often planted to 
overwinter, but are very successful planted 
in late winter for summer flowering, as long 
as there's still some cold weather on the 
horizon. My favourite cultivars include 
dark-red ‘Pauline Chocolate’, and the 
Friandine types such as the burgundy- 
edged, peachy-cream ‘Friandine Rose 
Picotee’ (right). | buy my tubers from French 
supplier Comptoir Paulinois. 45cm. RHS H4. 


4 Gladiolus murielae 

Loved for its beautifully scented, pale, 
star-shaped blooms, with a dark splotch at 
the centre, which appear in late summer. It 
features striking, sword-shaped, upright, 
green foliage too. Start corms off in pots 
undercover and plant out once all risk of 
frost has passed, in a sunny, sheltered spot. 
lm. AGM. RHS H3, USDA 7a-10b. 


5 Ornithogalum saundersiae 

The best star of Bethlehem for cutting, 
lasting for weeks in the vase. It produces 
dense clusters of showy, star-like, creamy- 
white blooms with black centres, which 
perch atop tall, straight stems. 90cm. 


6 Gladiolus ‘The Bride’ 

A shorter gladiolus that has pretty, funnel- 
shaped white flowers with yellow markings. 
Prolific in flower and generously perennial if it 
likes you, it’s an excellent choice for both the 
garden and for cutting. Plant in a sheltered 
spot in full sun, in any well-drained soil. 
45-60cm. RHS H3, USDA 7a-10b. [> 


STEVE LANNIN 


Steve is a former head 
gardener with Arne 
Maynard and at the 
award-winning Mapperton. 
_ Heis the new head 
- 4 gardener at Ilford Manor. 


1 Liatris spicata 

Tall flower spikes bear distinctive, tufted, 
bottlebrush-style flowers in a deep mauve. 
Fresh growth appears in spring (keep an eye 
out for hungry slugs) with flowers in late 
summer. Best planted in full sun. Attractive 
to bees and butterflies, and a good cut 
flower. 80cm. RHS H7, USDA 3a-8b. 


2 Agapanthus ‘Windsor Grey’ 

A great choice for a summer border, offering 
elegance and architectural interest. ‘Windsor 
Grey’ has flowers in greyish-white with a 
subtle lavender-blue blush to the base of 
each flower. Grows easily in well-drained soil 
in asunny spot, or in a pot — just make sure 
to avoid winter wet. 1m. RHS Hb5. 


3 Iris ‘Dutch Chocolate’ 

A richly coloured bearded iris in tones of 
deep maroon with bronze undertones. 
Flowers May to June with blooms lasting 
well. Iris rhizomes like to bake at surface level 
in full sun and are best planted in autumn but 
potted up plants can be planted from March. 
90cm. RHS H3, USDA 3a-10b. 


4 Dahlia ‘Sweet Nathalie’ 

A dahlia that is the lightest of coral pinks and 
as a decorative type has densely petalled 
flowerheads. A lovely cutting flower blending 
well in arrangements with stronger pinks and 
peaches. 90cm. RHS H3, USDA 7a-10b. 


5 Tulbaghia violacea 

Pale, pinkish-mauve flowerheads held in 
umbels of up to 20 individual flowers, amid 
grass-like foliage, from June to September. 
Hailing from South Africa, these bulbous 
plants need full sun and well-drained soil. 
40cm. AGM. RHS H3, USDA 7a-10b. 


6 Iris fulva 

Known as the copper or tawny iris for its 
gorgeously rich, coppery flowers that 
emerge in May to June. This is a North 
American species that has a more delicate 
look than some iris. A fast grower in damp to 
wet soils. Ideal for bog gardens and pond 
margins. 50cm. AGM. RHS H5, USDA 5a-9b. 


7 Dierama pulcherrimum ‘Merlin’ 
Grass-like foliage coupled with sultry, 
black-red flowers that dangle from long thin 
arching stems and dance in the wind. 
Flowers open base to tip. Ensure full sun and 
moist but well-drained soil. 1m. RHS H4, 
USDA 8a-10b. 


WHERE TO BUY 


Recommended summer bulb sup 


¢ Bloms Bulb 
Tel 01234 709099, blomsbulbs.cca 


¢ Comptoir Paulinois 
Tel +33 (0)4 94 21 34 29, comptoir-paulinois.com/en 


¢ Crocu 


¢ Farmer Gracey 
farmergracy.co.uk 


¢ Organic Bulbs 
organicbulbs.com 


~ 


plants.co.uk = 


Pheasant Acre Plan 
Tel 01656 664086. 


¢ Sarah Raven 
Tel 0345 092 0283, s ven.com 


_e Woottens of Wenhaston 
Tel 01502 478258, woottensplants.com 
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t was a freezing cold day in February 
2010 when German garden designer 
Anne Repnow bought the plant that 
was to change her life. On a visit to 
her brother in Aachen, she persuaded 
him to go along to a relatively new 
snowdrop festival in nearby Nettetal 
that had been making headlines. “It was 
sub-zero and blowing a blizzard, and 
there were all these tiny plants, some of 
them over €100,” she says. “I couldn't 
really see what all the fuss was about.” 
Nevertheless, she bought Galanthus 
‘Ailwyn’, a double cultivar, for a not- 
insubstantial €30, and planted it in her 
garden in a village near Heidelberg. 
“Galanthus ‘Ailwyr’ is quite an early 
flowerer, and it came up strongly the 
following January,’ says Anne. “Because it’s 


so full, it’s open all the time, even in the 
most dismal weather.’ She was smitten and, 
on her next visit to the Nettetal event, she 
bought another five cultivars. Before long, 
she was buying snowdrops online, swapping 
them with friends and travelling to England 
on specially organised ‘Galanthotours;, 
visiting famous snowdrop gardens such as 
Colesbourne Gardens in Gloucestershire 
alongside lesser-known gems including 
Dr Ronald Mackenzie’s Oxfordshire 
garden and Elworthy Cottage in Somerset. 
Ten years on, she now estimates she 
has around 500 cultivars, running the 
gamut from her own garden selections 
to rare ones such as G. plicatus “Golden 


Fleece’, bred by Joe Sharman of Monksilver 


Nursery, and G. nivalis “Green Mile’, a 


selection introduced by the eponymous [> 


Anne's favourite 
snowdrops 


1 Galanthus nivalis ‘Green Mile’ Considered 
among many collectors to be the finest 
virescent (green) snowdrop. Apart from 

a tiny white tip, the outer segments are 
entirely washed in luminescent green. 

Well proportioned, it has good presence 

in the garden. 16cm. 


2 Galanthus ‘Valentine’s Day’ With a 
silhouette not dissimilar to a shuttlecock, 
this is an almost perfect inverse poculiform 
or pterugiform (like a gladiator’s skirt) 
snowdrop, with the outer segments 
resembling the inner ones. licm. 


3 Galanthus x valentinei ‘Northern Lights’ A 
study in subtlety, it has chartreuse ovaries 
and outer segments delicately lined in the 
same tone. Position where the sun will hit it 
to bring out its full, luminous beauty. 12cm. 


4 Galanthus plicatus ‘Seraph’ A pure- 
white, full-skirted poculiform cultivar, its 
large flowers giving the effect of ballerinas 
dancing in the beds. 19cm. > 


Above left Anne Repnow in her garden with 
Galanthus ‘Daglingworth’ a striking cultivar 
first noticed by a galanthophile in a church 

flower arrangement in the Cotswold village 
of Daglingworth some 30 years ago. 


Ted. 


Anne's favourite 
snowdrops continued 


5 Galanthus x hybridus ‘Ivington Green’ 
A new and still rare cultivar, admired for its 
inverse poculiform shape and huge 
flowers, which increase even more 

in size as the season progresses. 21cm. 


6 Galanthus nivalis ‘Gloria’ A long-flowering, 
semi-poculiform cultivar that occasionally 
bears a Sliver of green on its elongated, 
beautifully notched, inner segments. 15cm. 


7 Galanthus x valentinei ‘Cliff Curtis’ 

A vigorous and relatively inexpensive 
cultivar, this has snow-white rounded outer 
segments, which open to reveal a delicate 
chartreuse shading and a couple of dark 
green commas on the inners. 18cm. [> 


Right Unlike some collectors, Anne likes 

to grow her snowdrops ‘free range’ in her 
garden, rather than confining them to mesh 
pots. Here, beneath a Hydrangea paniculata 
‘Limelight’, Anne has planted Galanthus 
‘Seremony’ G. nivalis ‘Helios’ G. nivalis 
‘Dangly Yellow’ (in the foreground) and 

G. ‘The Wizard’ alongside Cyclamen graecum 
and a yellow-leaved Helleborus orientalis. 
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> Belgian nursery. “Some of my collector 
friends prefer to concentrate on only 
particular species or traits, such as autumn 
flowering or yellow markings, whereas I 
have them all and love them all,” she says. 

She notes that many exciting hybrids 
have originated in Britain and puts this 
down to British officers bringing bulbs back 
from the Crimean battlefields (in the case 
of G. plicatus) and to Henry John Elwes’s 
1874 collecting trip to Turkey (G. elwesii). 
On the Continent, where there are natural 
populations of G. nivalis, there seem to be 
more selections of this species. 

Inspired by what she has seen on her 
travels, Anne likes to grow her snowdrops 
‘free range’ in her garden, rather than 
confining them to mesh pots as some 
collectors prefer to do. Unnamed or 


run-of-the-mill cultivars are planted in 
the lawn — a sea of white interspersed 
with purple, pink and blue crocuses in 
February — while special cultivars are 
planted into the borders with companion 
plants to create what Anne describes as 
“little tableaux of beauty that give me 
great joy . Favourite partners include 
hellebores, evergreen ferns, cyclamen, 
hepatica, ophiopogon and cultivars of 
Lamium maculatum. She likes the white 
star-flowers of Lobelia pedunculata with 
autumn-flowering cultivars, and finds all 
creeping sedums useful. The mat-forming 
golden stonecrop Sedum rupestre ‘Angelina’ 
pairs well with yellow snowdrops, such as 
G. ‘Ronald Mackenzie’, a fickle plant she 
has lost several times, thanks in part to 
the weather. “It’s not uncommon for [> 


— 
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A cornlucopie: of different snowdrop 


P Ascot Rainbow’, Helleborus faeticits) ae 7 


Ophiopogon chingii and Asplenium 


scolopendrium. The bed also includes the _ 


stump of an old quince:tree;left to provide 
habitat for insects, a fine pink-flowered 
Magnolia ‘Galaxy’ andia young crab apple, 
Malus ‘Royal Raindrops’ which Anne loves 
for its magenta blossom and tiny ruby: 
fruits that last well into winter. 
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To me tir not , 
just something to 

be catalogued — it's 

enjoying them in the 4 
garden that makes 

snowdrops special 


> temperatures here to drop to -15°C 
after long mild spells,” says Anne. 
“Without a blanket of snow to protect 
them, that can be fatal for snowdrops.” 

To keep her cultivars pure, Anne 
assiduously removes their seedpods, 
only allowing a select few to ripen when 
she hopes they may produce something 
interesting. “You realise there are so many 
subtle variations, not just in the flowers 
and their markings, but in the leaves, their 
stature and their overall presence. It’s a bit 
like mindfulness-based therapy,” she says. 
“Collecting snowdrops has opened up a 
whole new world for me.” 

This is true in more ways than one. 
In 2014, Anne founded and continues to 
run the annual Schneegléckchen-Tage, or 
snowdrop days, festival in Mannheim’s 


Luisenpark (where she also designed a 
winter garden), which now attracts leading 
snowdrop nurseries and more than 2,000 
visitors from all over Europe. She has also 
recently written a book on the plants, with 
photographs illustrating more than 

90 species and cultivars — flowers, foliage and 
all. “To me they’re not just collectors’ items, 
something to be acquired and catalogued,” 
she says. “It’s enjoying them in the garden 
that makes snowdrops special.” 3 


USEFUL INFORMATION 

This year’s Schneegléckchen-Tage festival takes place 
in Luisenpark in Mannheim on 12-13 February. See 
luisenpark.de for more details. Anne's book, Some 
Snowdrops: A Photographic Ramble, is available from 
her website, anne-repnow.de, selected bookshops 
and from Avon Bulbs and Ashwood Nurseries. 


Anne's favourite 
snowdrops continued 


8 Galanthus ‘Ronald Mackenzie’ One of 
Anne's favourite yellow snowdrops, despite 
its fickle nature. The ovary perfectly matches 
the shading on the inner segments — a broad 
golden daub with two dots on either side of 
the sinus notch. 13cm. 


9 Galanthus nivalis ‘Angelina’ Although 

on the short side, this snowdrop has large 
flowers. The outer segments are washed in a 
pale green, which contrasts attractively with 
the large dark green mark above the deeply 
cut sinus notch on the inners. 11cm. 


10 Galanthus plicatus ‘Alpha Green 
Peacock’ Still rare in the UK, this is 

a tall, upright and easy to grow G. plicatus 
cultivar with a vivid green wash on the 
outer segments and interesting darker 
green markings within. 18cm. 


11 Galanthus x valentinei ‘Mother Goose’ 
Part of the new group of colour-change 
snowdrops, ‘Mother Goose’ combines the 
best of both worlds — green and yellow. 
Depending on maturity, the inner segments 
are conventionally marked in green or 
beautifully washed in gold. 14cm. 


12 Galanthus x valentinei ‘Midas’ Another 
colour-change snowdrop, the inverse 
poculiform Galanthus x valentinei ‘Midas’, 
grows best in full sun where the markings on 
the inner and outer segments are most likely 
to change from lime to gold. 12cm. 


Above left Anne installed the beautiful garden 
pavilion as a present to herself on her 50th 
birthday. Positioned at the highest point of the 
garden, it also has underfloor heating meaning 
that, even on cold days, Anne can sit inside 
and admire the view of her snowdrops. It is 
skirted with two neatly clipped Osmanthus 
heterophyllus ‘Goshiki’ and Nandina domestica 
‘Fire Power’ for colour. 
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ADVERTISEMENT FEATURE 


@ 
Leaving fm 
nothing | 
to chance® 


Enthusiastic fundraisers for Cancer 

Research UK, Patrick and Sue have 

pledged to leave a gift in their Will so their 
commitment to helping Cancer Research UK 
beat cancer will be felt by future generations 


ike many couples Patrick and Sue 
met through a shared interest. In 
their case that was volunteering 
for Cancer Research UK, but 
their meeting was tinged with sadness. 
In their early fifties, both had lost their 
spouse to cancer, motivating them 
to become dedicated supporters of 
Cancer Research UK. Not only did the 
couple's shared passion for fighting 
cancer help their love blossom, but 
they have fundraised more than 
£100,000 through sponsored cycle 
rides and mountain climbs. 

The couple's fundraising verve is 
relentless, but sadly so is cancer. It's 
estimated that one in two of us will 
get cancer in our lifetime.t But thanks 
to the support of volunteers, Cancer 
Research UK is moving the dial towards 
a future when all cancers are cured. 
The largest independent funder of 
cancer research in the world, Cancer 
Research UK is the only independent 
funder researching more than 200 
Cancer types. 

Currently, a third of this research 
is funded by gifts in Wills and recently 
Patrick and Sue have played their part, 
pledging to leave a share of their Will 
to Cancer Research UK. Known as a 
‘residuary gift, it's an easy way to leave 
a percentage of your Will to charity. 

“| have several priorities that | want my 
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Will to address,” says Sue. “After 
taking care of those close to me, 
| have left a share of my estate to 
Cancer Research UK to help beat 
cancer for future generations.” 
Pledges like these are vital to 
funding Cancer Research UK's life- 
saving research. Leaving a gift in your 
Willis a pledge to help fund vital 
research into the prevention and 
treatment of cancer, work that has 
heloed double survival in the UK in 
the past 40 years. Today, two in 
four people survive their cancer for 
at least ten years and, with your 
support, Cancer Research UK will 
help bring forward the day when all 
cancers are cured. 

“Cancer Research UK has a bold 
ambition to get to three in four 


surviving cancer by 2034," says Patrick. 


“In 2034 my grandchildren will be 14, 
16 and 18 years old and that’s a world 
want them to grow up in. A residuary 
gift is less likely to be affected by 
inflation, so it’s the most valuable way 
to leave money in my Will. Leaving 
this type of gift ensures | can make a 
donation that reflects my commitment 
to Cancer Research UK’ 

If you would like more information 
on how to leave a gift in your Will, 
visit cruk.org/pledge to order a copy 
of Cancer Research UK's Gifts in 
Wills Guide. This free guide explains 
how to access their Free Will Service 
and the different types of gifts you can 
pledge to leave in your Will, as well as 
tios on how to write or amend your 
Will. Together we will beat cancer. 


‘Ahmad AS et al. British Journal of Cancer, 2015 


To find out more, request a free Gifts in Wills Guide. 


Visit cruk.org/pledge. 
gat CANCER 
“Le yegie UK 


RESEARCH 


Registered with 
(FR) FUNDRAISING 
REGULATOR 


Cancer Research UK is a registered charity in England and Wales (1089464), Scotland (SC041666), the Isle of Man (1103) and Jersey (247) 
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News and sourcebook 


WATERFRONT WINNER 


Yujidao Park in Nanbu, Sichuan, China, has won Landscape Design of the Year for BLVD International 
in the second edition of Portugal's LOOP Architecture and Design Awards. This new waterfront 
landscape, completed in 2021, creates a fluid zone between the city and the Jialing River that 
integrates nature with the built-up environment. It draws on the traditional design techniques of 


Chinese gardens, creating a number of enclosed spaces, including a waterfront park, a garden area 
and a wetland area, that are connected by trails. Forest trees are woven through the different zones, 
linking the park with the surrounding primary forest. loopdesignawards.com 


Design 
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Ne ) S COMPILED BY ANNIE GATTI 


1) CHELSEA FLOWER SHOW 
GARDENS LINE-UP REVEALED 


Twelve Show Gardens are planned for the 2022 
show revealing a strong leaning towards a wilder 
planting palette. Chelsea favourites Andy Sturgeon 
and Chris Beardshaw are creating gardens, along 
with Jamie Butterworth, who wowed visitors in 
2021 with his display for Form Plants, designing 

a garden for mental health charity Place2Be 
(left); and Juliet Sargeant, who is designing the 
Blue Peter Garden (below) for the children’s TV 
show. Many of this year’s gardens are supported 
by Project Giving Back, with the aim of giving 
gardens a life beyond the show. rhs.org.uk 
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2) TOWER OF LONDON 
SUPERBLOOM 


To celebrate the Platinum Jubilee 

of HM The Queen, Historic Royal 
Palaces has announced its plans for 
Superbloom, a project to transform 
the moat at the Tower of London 
into a pollinator-friendly flowery 
grassland. Designed by landscape 
architects Grant Associates and 
Nigel Dunnett, Superbloom is the 
first stage of plans to create 

a permanent new biodiverse 
landscape for the City of London. 
Next month 20 million seeds will be 
sown to create a tapestry of blooms 
in time for the summer celebrations 
and will change colours and patterns 
from June to September. hrp.org.uk 
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(3) CAMLEY STREET 
NATURAL PARK 


Anew, Heritage Lottery-funded 
learning centre has opened at 

the entrance to Camley Street 
Natural Park in London’s Kings 
Cross regeneration area. Erect 
Architecture’s design of the timber- 
framed building was inspired by 
both nature conservation and 

the site’s 19th-century use as a coal 
drop for the railway. Chimneys, 
shaped to optimise daylight and 

to reduce heat gain from direct 
sunlight, are key aspects of the 
passive building strategy to reduce 
energy use. The chimneys’ fins will 
also provide nesting sites for birds 
and bats. erectarchitecture.co.uk 


4) ORSTED GARDENS 


Orsted Gardens, a flat-fronted 
concrete apartment building in 
Copenhagen, has won an award for 
Residential Rebirth of the Year in 
the 2021 Dezeen awards. Danish 
design studio Tegnestuen Lokal 
gave the building a new lease of life 
by replacing its austere facade with 
angular, glazed blocks that provide 
each flat with a sheltered outdoor 
space that has room for growing 
plants. Access walkways link 

the glazed blocks, encouraging 
neighbourly interactions. Some 

of these planting areas feature 
climbing plants that are allowed 

to scramble up the wooden 
louvres. tegnestuenlokal.dk 


DESIGN 


6) BARNET HOSPITAL 
GARDEN 


Anempty piece of land outside 
anew ward for Covid patients at 
Barnet Hospital in London will be 
transformed into a compact 
naturalistic garden for staff. 
Designed by Judy Shardlow, 

of Heartwood Garden Design, 

the sloping site will be divided by 
gabion retaining walls, which will also 
provide seating, and shallow steps. 
Hedging will screen the garden from 
the car park and create shelter for 
wildlife. Birches and amelanchiers 
will provide shade, while a selection 
of perennials, grasses and small 
shrubs will offer year-round interest. 
heartwoodgardendesign.co.uk 
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(7) LARCH COTTAGE 
GARDEN 


The private garden of landscape 
designer Peter Stott and his wife 
Jo at Larch Cottage Nurseries, 
Cumbria, has been voted winner of 
the inaugural RHS Partner Garden 
of the Year competition for the 
best ‘Feel Good’ garden. It was 
chosen by RHS members and 
other visitors from a total of 200 
partner gardens. Open for charity 
on selected days from May 
onwards, the garden is a tranquil 
space with meandering paths, lush 
flower beds, a wildflower meadow, 
an orchard and lawns, with a 
stream leading into a lake where 
Peter built a chapel for his wedding 
in 2014. larchcottage.co.uk 


6) POLINATIONS 


A celebration of plant diversity, in the form of an exuberant forest garden sheltered by 12m-tall 
architectural super-trees, will be installed at Victoria Square in Birmingham in September. 
PoliNations, an installation produced by Bristol-based arts organisation Trigger, embodies various 
cultural events, and uncovers the stories of many of the UK's plants that originated overseas, 
including lavender, hybrid tea roses and tulips. Each evening, under the canopy of the super-trees, 
a light show designed by Matt Daw will illuminate the garden. polinations.com 
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PLANT SUPPORTS 


€F Garden Artefacts 
Made in England 


Beautiful designs for perennials, roses, shrubs & climbers 


www.leanderplantsupports.co.uk 


— CHELSEA — 


THE ESSENTIAL GARDEN DESIGN DIPLOMA 
January — March 2023 


Based at the Chelsea Physic Garden and led by Rosemary Alexander and architect Catriona 
Rowbotham, the course is an overview of Garden Design, covering all the elements needed to rethink 
an average garden. Taking students step by step through site surveying, using the grid, horizontal and 
vertical features, garden layouts and planting plans, costing and specification, plus drawing tuition and 
homework on design and plant portfolios. Tutors are well respected in the industry and will guide 
students on how to succeed in this diverse profession. 

(2 days a week (Wed & Thu), 10.30am—3.! 5pm, plus 2 days homework) 

ONE YEAR GOOD GARDENING DIPLOMA 

September 2022 — beg July 2023 

Covers the best in planting design while training in the more serious aspects of horticultural 
techniques. Practical sessions held at Arundel Castle under the guidance of head gardener Martin 
Duncan and at Sandhill Farm House, Rogate. Lectures by many leading gardening personalities and 
regular visits to outstanding private gardens. Students also learn to draw up planting plans. 

(1 day a week (Tues), 10.30am—3.! 5pm, over three terms) 


GARDENING FOR BEGINNERS 

Wednesday & Thursday 20, 21, 27, 28 April 2022 

One of our most popular courses, led by master horticulturist Ben Pope, which aims to take each 
student through all the practical elements of caring for a garden from soil, tools, maintenance, seed 
sowing and propagating, weed control and pests and diseases. The first 3 days will be spent at the 
Chelsea Physic Garden and the final day will be spent gaining practical experience in Rosemary 
Alexander’s much praised garden near Petersfield and the garden nearby, where Ben is in charge. 
Participants will be given a chance to prune, plant, sow seeds and regular maintenance tasks will be 
discussed.A light lunch and refreshments will be provided daily. 


GARDEN DESIGN & CARING FOR YOUR GARDEN 

Distance Learning Courses study anytime, anywhere in the world 

A stepping stone to a new career. These two correspondence courses are a step by step guide to either 
designing your own garden or learning how to plant and maintain an existing garden: drawing up plans, 
hard landscaping, site analysis, planting, month by month tasks etc. Taught through a comprehensive course 
book, with projects submitted to us. (1-3 years to complete and individual assessment) 


Tel. 01773 550495 


Garden of Medicinal Plants — Chelsea Physic Garden Photo: R Alexander 


Long established as the leader in all design 
and gardening tuition and based at the 
unique and historic Chelsea Physic Garden 


Begonia Apricot Shades Improved 


24 Plug Plants £44.99 


ONLY £9.99 


48 Plug plants £23-98 Only £14.99 


® Non stop, vibrant, cascading colour 
up until October 


® Outstanding performance whatever 
the weather 


@ Easy to growin sun or shade 
@ Fill hanging baskets, pots and beds 


Begonia Apricot Shades Improved 

At Thompson & Morgan we select only the best plants that 
will perform well in your garden year after year and for 20 
years cascading Begonia Apricot Shades has been a customer 
favourite. Each year there will be hundreds of extra large, 
three to four inch blooms in the most vibrant shades of 
orange and apricot to amaze you. Begonias thrive in the 
British weather growing in sun, rain and shade. Only by 
growing this spectacular variety will you truly appreciate why 
- - A this is our best selling begonia. 


Our best-seller just got better! 


This hand blended ‘Improved’ version gives you a broader 
range of colours and 50% more colour-edged picotees. 

a Despatching from March / Garden Ready Plants from May. 
Offer ends March 1st. 


SPECIAL BONUS SLE ABE 


Our garden ready plants are 
selected for garden performance, 
straight from the nursery. 

We send them to you ‘green’ 
ahead of flowering which means 
plants will establish quickly 

and all their energy goes into 
producing better roots, so 

they produce more flowers 
throughout the season. 

15 Garden Ready Plants £14.99 

30 Garden Ready Plants £29:98£19.99 


Tel: 0844 573 7414 


Phone Lines open 7 days a week, 9am - 8pm (Mon-Fri) 9am - 6pm (Sat-Sun). 
Calls cost 7p per minute plus your phone company’s access charge. 


Maxicrop Plant Treatment ONLY £1 
Give your plants the best possible start in life with 
a Maxicrop Treatment by our trained staff prior to 
despatch. For ONLY £1 we will treat your whole order with 
MAXICROP to give your plants strong, healthy root system. 


ne ee ane el M_TS3784 


When ordering online please use order code TM_TS3784 to access our special offers. 


Please send to: o\ }} YOUR SATISFACTION GUARANTEED or your money back 
ompson th Ave : \ 
a peibegpadinaie’ cas A" vy j We want you to be 100% satisfied with any product you buy from us. 
&M organ Dept TM_1S3784, Poplar Lane, —_ If you're not 100% happy then neither are we, so let us know and 
mJ Experts in the garden since 1855 Ipswich, Suffolk, IP8 3BU. L/ we'll replace your product or give you your money back." 


E Staying in touch with T&M 

| enclose a cheque/postal order made payable to Item Description ; Please read each statement carefully 
‘Thom n & Morgan’ for £ ORDER CODE TM_TS3784 2 2 By placing an order with us, you become a T&M customer, so 
ompso Organ 10) KB7674 Begonia Apricot Shades Improved 24 Plug Plants 99 we would like to continue sending our catalogue to you, giving 
you first sight of our new varieties. Please tick the box if you do 

j ‘ Not want to receive them[—]. 
Name ee —————————————————————— KB 7821 = -As a T&M ae os ae like to nee He variety 
A ; previews, newsletters & exclusive special offers & discounts 
Address KB7676 Begonia Apricot Shades Improved 72 Plug Plants £857 via email. Please tick the box if you do not want to receive 
ONLY 28p PER PLANT i them]. 


‘ostcode + We would like to send you gardening related offers by SMS. 
—_—— | KA9686 | Begonia Apricot Shades Improved 15 Garden Ready Plants | £14.99 


Tick here if you do not want to receive them [™}. 
-If you do not want us to share your data with other carefully 


Telephone. selected companies in the collectables, food & wine, gardening, 
KC6169 Begonia Apricot Shades Improved 30 £19.99 gadgets & entertainment, health & beauty, household goods, 
travel, financial services, charities and home interiors categories 
Garden Ready Plants #20190 
Email who will contact you by post, please tick this box 


| KA2524 | Maxicrop Plant Treatment £1.00 


/ Access your order information online V Receive delivery date updates Please debit my: |_| Visa |_| Mastercard |_| Maestro 


By providing us with your email address, you'll be able to: 


a = ——- Grand 
/ Receive despatch notifications “ View order tracking 24/7 ao ne on a a L] Total 
Offer subject to availability. We reserve the right to substitute varieties if necessary *Please note that savings are based on the equivalent of multiples of the CSV | | Please turn your card over and write the last 3 numbers from the signature strip. 
cheapest pack size. © 2022 Thompson & Morgan. t For full T & C's, please visit www.thompson morgan.com. Regretfully we are unable to ship live plants 4 
to the following postcode areas: HS, 1V41 1V56, KW15 KW17, PA34, PA41-48, PA6O-PA78, PA8O, PH40-PH44, TR21-TR24, ZE1-ZE3. We are unable to — Cardholder’s name Expiry Date / 


despatch seeds or plants to EU countries and Northern Ireland. 


+By sharing your email address and mobile with us, you can 
track the progress of your order online and receive progress 
updates on your orders. Please note that we may print your 
telephone number on the despatch label which will ensure 
the carrier can contact you if they need to. We will not pass on 
email or phone numbers to any other 3rd parties. Thompson & 
Morgan take your privacy very seriously. You can change your 
communications preferences with us at any time by calling 
our customer service team on 0333 400 0033 or emailing us 
at ccare@thompson morgan.com. To find out exactly how we 
store and use the data you give us please visit www.thompson- 
Mmorgan.com/privacy. 
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Lounge chairs 


Sit back and relax in one of these nine garden armchairs for lounging outdoors 


COMPILED BY NIKI GOSS 


MODERN LINES EASY LIVING OLD-STYLE CHARM 
Hay Palissade Lounge Chair Low, olive, Ferm Living Desert Lounge Chair, black/stripes, Hampstead Armchairs, set of two, 
£425, Innes, £315, Utility, £600, Garden Trading, 
01482 649271, innes.co.uk 0151 494 9412, utilitydesign.co.uk 01993 845559, gardentrading.co.uk 
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HITTING THE DECKS STACKABLE STYLE PADDED PICK 
Strappy 195 Lounge Chair, anthracite/cognac, Eos Outdoor Lounge Chair, white, Gloster Archi Lounge Chair, teak/all-weather rope, 
£3,205, Indian Ocean, £270, Heal’s, £2,140, The Worm that Turned 
020 8675 4808, indian-ocean.co.uk 0333 212 1915, heals.com 0345 605 2505, worm.co.uk 


LOW DOWN SITTING PRETTY STYLISH CURVES 
Nairobi Wicker Garden Armchair, acacia and resin, Skagerak Lilium Lounge Chair, Ethimo Knit Low Armchair, teak/lava grey, 
£302, Maisons Du Monde, £749, The Salcombe Trading Company, £1,386, Made in Design, 
0808 234 2172, maisonsdumonde.com 01225 334281, salcombetrading.co.uk 020 7692 4001, madeindesign.co.uk 
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a Norwegian Coastal Express = 


10% SAVING ON TICKETS 
FOR THE NORWEGIAN 
COASTAL EXPRESS 

Book your passage on this 
iconic travel route and discover 
this stunning coastal voyage, 
featuring 34 ports of call and 
more than100 fjordsand — 
1,000 mountains. = 
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Visit gardensillustrated.com/ 


ins offers to discover all our fabulous 
latest offers and competitions 


for readers. 


Select 

Click on the offer you re 
interested in to go to the dedicated 
page, where you'll also find all the 
terms and conditions. 


Brighten up your February with the latest offers from 


Redeem 
Gardens Illustrated Reader Rewards scheme, with Follow the instructions on 
: . the offer page to claim it 
many more to discover online and enioy! 


' : 
af 


20% OFF ALLEXPERIENCES 
AT RED LETTER DAYS 


Give a gift to remember or treat yourself with 
Red Letter Days — the exciting range includes y 
getting up close with birds, sampling delicious d 


afternoon teas and flying gliders. 


To redeem all of these offers and more, go to gardensillustrated.com/offers 


hayloft 


rare | unusual | exciting 


FRAGRANT 
PHLOX FROM 
JUST £12 iP wi 
Addsome beautifully [uaa : 4 , Ra “sy A 
scented phlox to your (im fa we oar, 
summer garden with 
this great offer from 
Hayloft — get six 
bare roots for £12, 
12 for £20 and 18 for £22. 
They're ideal for borders 
and containers. 


(SLE OF WIGHT FERRIES 


SAVE ON TICKETS TO 
Wale Be Ole ele 


S F A . A ai Plan a spring adventure to the 


CORNWALL beautiful Isle of Wight for less 
when you go with Wightlink. You 

20% SAVING ON SEASALT can claim 20% off foot passenger 
CLOTHING & ACCESSORIES tickets and 15% off car tickets. 
Stylish clothing and accessories with 
the essence of Cornwall at its heart, 
Seasalt offers beautiful clothes for FIVE FACTS ABOUT THE 
both women and men. Claim 20% off ISLE OF WIGHT 


when shopping in store and online. 
Situated off the south coast, 


this island may be small but it’s 
certainly mighty, with plenty 

of amazing places and natural 
wonders to visit. Here are five facts 
you might not have known... 


With 1,800-2,000 hours of 
sunshine a year, the Isle of Wight is 
the sunniest place in the UK. 


Create \cademy 


LEARN TRE SECRETS OF 
GARDEN DESIGN 

Create Academy's online garden 
design course with Dan Pearson will 
help you improve your skills, either 
to enjoy a fun hobby or perhaps to 
launch an exciting new career. 


The UK's oldest pier can be found 
in the seaside town of Ryde. 


The Isle of Wight is the smallest 
county in England — but only when 
the tide is in. When the tide is out, 
Rutland is the smallest. 


Red squirrels can 


Freddie ‘5 still be found on the 


island — one of 


te } flowers the only places in 


the UK where you 
SAVE £25 ON YOUR FIRST TWO can spot them. 
BOXES OF FREDDIE’S FLOWERS In 1896, 
Start a floral journey with deliveries Guglielmo Marconi 
from Freddie's Flowers and take advantage of set up the world’s 


first radio on 
the Needles. 


this great offer — your first two boxes will cost 
you just £12.50 each, saving you 50%. 


To redeem all of these offers and more, go to gardensillustrated.com/offers 
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The perfect selection of gifts for 
makers, menders and growers 


10 Year Guarantee Against UV Degradation 

* Superior growing environment 

* Unique bubble cladding giving excellent heat retention 

* Resistant against extreme weather conditions 

* Excellent light transmission 

* Low Maintenance 

* The strongest and warmest greenhouses for the serious 
gardener = 

* Can be extended 

* Available in a wide range of sizes 


Keder Greenhouses Limited 
Newtown, Offenham, Evesham, Worcestershire WR11 8RZ 


t: +44 (0) 1386 49094 sales@kedergreenhouse.co.uk 
www.kedergreenhouse.co.uk Ww) @KederGreenhouse www.linkerandFix.co.uk 


DOWNTOOLS 


Book reviews, the crossword, competition and a gardener's holiday in... 


New book The Modern Gardener, on 
plants for indoor and small spaces, 
is reviewed on page 95. 
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GARDEN FOR THE SENSES: 
HOW YOUR GARDEN CAN 
SOOTHE YOUR MIND AND 
AWAKEN YOUR SOUL 

by Kendra Wilson 


Dorling Kindersley Ltd, £12.99 
ISBN 978-0241531389 


A much-needed celebration of the senses, this 


guide encourages us all to tune in, find joy and 


better connect to our gardens. 


Reviewer Charlie Harpur is a plantsman and designer. 


More than ever in the past 
two years, perhaps, gardens 
have drawn our increasingly 
lockdown-wearied and 
climate-concerned population 
out of doors in search of 
rejuvenation and a better 
connection with the natural 
world. But how can they give 
us what we need? 

Whether we are new 
gardeners getting to grips 
with our outdoor space for 
the first time, or seasoned 
horticulturists looking to 
reassess how we experience 
gardens and gardening, writer 
Kendra Wilson (also the 
author of the highly 
enjoyable book My Garden is 
a Car Park: and other Design 
Dilemmas) encourages us to 
pay more attention and tune 
into our senses. 

She believes that by being 
more mindful of what we 
touch, taste, smell, see and 
hear, we are reminded of the 
many layers of experience that 
a garden can offer us — some 
of which we might tend to 
forget, especially when 
numbed by a cold February 
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morning. Each chapter 
explores one of these basic 
senses in a tone that is as 
scientific as it is poetic, before 
offering clear practical 
considerations, and also 
providing a thoughtful, 
well-photographed selection 
of plants with a range of 
sensory qualities. This 
division of chapters, however, 
isn’t to say the senses exist 
in isolation: as we learn, 
they are a “Venn diagram; 
overlapping and leading 
from one to the next. 
Perhaps the most important 
message that runs throughout 
the book is to embrace the joy 
and mess of gardening. It’s not 
only a case of thinking about 
what a garden might look like, 
but also considering how you 
can turn up the volume on 
wildlife; or even just carve 
out a textured route to walk 
barefoot from one end of 
the garden to the other, for 
instance. ‘Growing for senses 
is gardening for fun, writes 
Wilson, and the result is 
something that is good for 
us and the world around us. 
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SKILLS FOR GROWING 
by Charles Dowding 


No Dig Garden, £22.50 
ISBN 978-1916092044 


A generous and engaging book filled with 


experience and guidance, from the master 


of no-dig growing. 


Reviewer Claire Ratinon is an author and organic food grower. 


When I started training as a 
food grower, I was working on 
a site that practised no-dig, so 
the methods taught by Charles 
Dowding have always been 
front and centre in my 
approach to growing food. 

Informed and inspired 
by his decades of vegetable 
growing experience, 
Dowding’s new book, Skills 
for Growing, is overflowing 
with advice and instructions 
based on years’ worth of 
detailed data gathering and 
observation. It is vibrantly 
illustrated with images of the 
crops he grows at his market 
garden Homeacres, which are 
refreshingly unromantic and 
so genuinely complementary 
to the written guidance, 
making this a feast for both 
the brain and the eyes. 

Not for the fair-weather 
gardener and potentially 
overwhelming for a beginner, 
Skills for Growing is aimed at 
those already committed to 
their vegetable growing 
journey, so it wastes no time 
explaining the basics. In fact, 
this comprehensive book dials 


into the detail of subjects 
including successional sowing, 
plant spacing, harvesting 
techniques and winter 
gardening, offering 
professional-level insights that 
show you how to get the most 
out of your garden and your 
plants. It is an ideal manual for 
grow-your-own enthusiasts 
and allotmenteers who have 
access to a decent-sized 
growing space and are looking 
to cultivate abundant and 
delicious plants more 
efficiently and proficiently. 

I especially appreciate 
Dowding’s readiness to 
question convention and 
folklore. He shares what he’s 
observed over his many years 
of growing, in order to dispel 
commonly held gardening 
myths. In doing so, he urges his 
readers to hone their own 
instincts in the garden, 
encouraging them to take on 
the role of data gatherer as well 
as gardener. Try a different 
approach, observe as the 
season unfolds and learn from 
what you grow. But if in doubt, 
just take his word for it. 


Practical, nature-led guide to houseplants, herbs and 


THE MODERN GARDENER: 
A PRACTICAL GUIDE TO 
HOUSEPLANTS, HERBS AND 
CONTAINER GARDENING 

by Sonya Patel Ellis 


Harper Collins, £12.99 
ISBN 978-0008498245 


container planting to help find the right plants to 


match your lifestyle, interests and space. 


Reviewer Petra Hoyer Millar is a garden editor and writer. 


The Modern Gardener is 
a practical book, packed 
with inspiration for anyone 
who wants to bring green 
into their homes and daily 
lives. A nature-led guide 
to houseplants, herbs and 
container planting, this book 
is about finding the right fit 
between plants and their 
respective (indoor) gardeners. 
Exploring the interconnectivity 
between plants and people, 
the author guides readers 
to a ‘workable’ edit of plants, 
ensuring symbiotic success. 
You don’t need to do much 
scrolling on Instagram to 
notice that the humble 
houseplant is enjoying quite 
the renaissance. Rather than 
blindly filling up shopping 
trolleys at the garden centre, 
with this book you can explore 
your exact requirements and 
the plants that suit those 
parameters. By means of 
a personal planting guide, 
Patel Ellis provides helpful 
advice for choosing plants 
that fit your specific lifestyle, 
interests and space. A kind of 
horticultural speed dating, if 


you will, where your host, 
the author, helps to find your 
perfect plant match. Be it on 
a budget, for the novice or 
expert gardener, for those 
short on time or with time 
to spare, or even for the 
households enriched by 
slobbery pets, we are assured 
that there are plants out there 
to enrich all our lives. 

Subsequent chapters cover 
planting ideas and inspirations 
to create a range of themed 
indoor or outdoor container 
gardens for wellbeing, style, 
produce and seasonality. To 
ensure your horticultural 
inhabitants will thrive, Patel 
Ellis has included an extensive 
section on “Happy Healthy 
Plants; carefully taking 
you through plant nurturing 
and nourishment. 

To cap off all this new- 
found knowledge, the final 
chapter boasts more than 200 
plant profiles of ornamentals 
and edibles to help steer 
readers to their perfect plant 
edit. Once there, all that 
remains is to enjoy and 
embrace your choice. 
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GROW EASY: 
ORGANIC CROPS FOR 
POTS & SMALL PLOTS 
by Anna Greenland 


Mitchell Beazley, £20 
ISBN 978-1784727352 


A detailed step-by-step guide for new gardeners 


looking to grow organic edibles in a small 


space, balcony or windowsill. 


Reviewer Alys Hurn is a freelance writer and content creator. 


The first lockdown in 2020 
generated a wave of new 
gardeners, many of whom 
found a home in Anna 
Greenland’s Instagram Stories. 
Through that unique spring 
and beyond, Greenland 
showed her new online 
audience how to grow their 
own food through digestible, 
easy-to-follow guides, and now 
she’s put it all into a book. 

In Grow Easy, Greenland 
explains, in her down-to- 
earth way, how to create a 
small space that not only looks 
good, but can nourish you — 
and your small segment of 
the earth too. 

If you're a beginner, you'll 
find all you need and more 
within its pages. Like her 
garden, it’s quite amazing how 
much is packed into it. 

Self-sufficiency isn’t the 
goal here. It’s all about finding 
pleasure in growing for 
yourself and learning along 
the way why how we grow 
food is so important. In her 
introduction, Greenland 
writes, ‘Once you've tasted 
your own naturally grown 


food, my hope is you will seek 
out local farms that share the 
same values to supplement 
your own product.’ 

From windowsill gardening 
to growing in pots and raised 
beds, she includes techniques, 
tips and useful tricks to make 
the most out of your outdoor 
space without missing out any 
of the finer details that are 
crucial for those starting out. 

The top 30 ‘desert island 
edibles’ is a great addition. For 
each, she includes growing and 
design tips, suggests a few of 
her favourite cultivars to grow, 
and explains how to adjust if 
youre growing these crops in 
pots or on a windowsill. 
Handy if you find yourself 
overwhelmed by choice. 

But the book is not all 
horticultural know-how. 
Greenland’s holistic approach 
to gardening and passion for 
growing organically is at its 
core. At every turn, there’s 
a sentence or paragraph gently 
reminding you to take a 
moment to appreciate the joy 
in gardening and celebrate 
the small wins. 
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BOOK REVIEWS 


RHS HOW TO GARDEN 
WHEN YOU RENT 
by Matthew Pottage 


Dorling Kindersley Ltd, £14.99 
ISBN 978-0241459744 


An enjoyable guide to gardening in rented spaces by 


the youngest-ever curator of RHS Garden Wisley, 


also known as the gardener for generation rent. 


Reviewer Jack Wallington is a garden designer and author. 


One of the biggest barriers to 
growing in rented properties 
is the feeling that you are 
only there temporarily and 
a garden is, surely, a more 
permanent investment in 
time, money and emotion. 
Author Matthew Pottage, 
who has rented the same 
flat in London for more 
than seven years (which is 
shown throughout the book) 
convincingly buries this 
assumption with useful 
guidance and step-by-step 
projects for instant results. 
The book is split into six 
main chapters, with the first 
half covering the realities of 
rented gardens, explaining 
how to make a garden plan 
and quick fixes for instant 
wow factor. Topics cover 
everything from growing 
annuals from seed to choosing 
furniture, lighting and creative 
pot displays, including a 
clematis tripod, for height. 
The second half covers 
longer-term planting such 
as perennials, bulbs, ponds, 
vegetables, small trees, 
colourful green walls and 
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climbers. Pottage carefully 
explains how to also take these 
with you to the next garden by 
growing in pots or by taking 

a small division of plants in 
the ground. While the garden 
may be temporary, your 
plants don’t have to be. 

Maintenance is the secret 
to the best-looking gardens, 
and Pottage encouragingly 
places the power in the hands 
of the tenant with fast DIY, 
from staining fences and 
maintaining hard surfaces 
to repairing patchy lawns. 

There are tips to keep your 
landlord on your side with 
garden changes, alongside 
plenty of practical advice for 
composting in small spaces, 
weeding and alternative plants 
for a grass-free lawn. 

How to Garden When You 
Rent is a succinct introduction 
for renters who want to make 
the most of their outdoor 
space, with an abundance of 
ideas shown in clear photos 
and illustrations. Landlord 
jaws will be heard dropping 
as their neglected jungles 
transform into beautiful oases. 


More new releases, with a focus on top gardens, amazing plants 
and design advice for outdoor and indoor spaces. 
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A NEW LEAF 


150 GARDENS YOU NEED TO 
VISIT BEFORE YOU DIE 

by Stefanie Waldek, Lannoo 
Publishers, £27.50 

ISBN 978-9401479295 
A‘bucket-list’ guide to must-see, 
beautiful gardens all over the world, 
from Kew to Giverny, written by an 
architectural and travel writer. 


DAHLIAS: A LITTLE BOOK 

OF FLOWERS 

by Tara Austen Weaver and Emily 
Poole, Sasquatch Books, £11.99 
ISBN 978-1632173614 

Described as a love letter to 

the dahlia, this little tome is a 
cheerleader for the genus, with 
original botanical illustrations. 


TAKE IT OUTSIDE: A GUIDE TO 
DESIGNING BEAUTIFUL SPACES 
JUST BEYOND YOUR DOOR 

by Melissa Brasier, James DeSantis 
and Garrett Magee, Random House, 
£27.50, ISBN 978-0593139424 
American ‘plantfluencers’ on 
applying interior design principles 
to outdoor spaces. 

THE GREEN PLANET: THE 
SECRET LIFE OF PLANTS 

by Simon Barnes, BBC Books, £25 
ISBN 978-1785945533 

The companion book to David 
Attenborough’s new BBC TV 
series, which reveals the wonderful 
unseen lives of plants, from jungle 
to desert and forest to swamp. 


A NEW LEAF: CURATED 

HOMES WHERE HOUSEPLANTS 
MEET DESIGN 

by Jennifer Haslam and Pip 
McCormac, Hardie Grant Books, 
£30, ISBN 978-1784884628 
Exploring stylish international 
homes with exciting interior 
landscaping and plant life. 
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ADOPT AN OLIVE TREE 


and enjoy the finest olive oil 
all year from your own tree 


Save 15% 
YH15 
off first pack OLIO D'OLIVA 
EXTRA VERGINE 
OLIO NUOVO 


Cold Off the presses. 
Experience the difference 
resh makes with Our Olio nuovo. 


Pomora 


Pomora 


OLIVE Oe POMORA.COM 


ADVERTISEMENT FEATURE 


EDUCATION 
GUIDE 


Are you looking to change career, gain accreditation or simply 
learn more about your passion? Choose the best option for you 
from this selection of full-time, part-time and short courses. 


BETH CHATTO EDUCATION TRUST 


Horticultural education for all 


eth Chatto Education Trust offers a We deliver a unique extended 30 week ‘Design From experienced horticulturalists to 
varied annual programme of courses, Your Own Garden’ course, with a small class novices, we have courses and workshops to suit 
workshops and events. exploring garden design and incorporating everyone. For details please visit our website. 


In 2022, we will be offering the new syllabus _ visits to students’ own gardens providing a 


RHS theory qualifications, levels 2 and 3, in unique, personalised learning experience. 

our classroom situated in the heart of Beth Our seasonal spring and autumn practical Sponsored by Beth Chatto’s Plants & Gardens 
Chatto gardens. Our students take theirexams —_ gardening courses over eight to 12 weeks are The Home of Ecological Beth 
with us at the gardens as we are a registered another popular option offering experience in a fusing Penune . Chatto 


bethchatto.co.uk 


RHS exam centre. wide range of hands-on practical garden tasks. 


EDUCATION GUIDE 


THE LONDON COLLEGE OF GARDEN DESIGN 
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Inspiring courses for the garden professional 


idely regarded as one of the 

world’s leading garden design 

colleges the London College of 
Garden Design has a wide range of courses for 
those aiming to start a career in Garden Design 
and continuing professional development for 
experienced designers. 


THE LEADING GARDEN DESIGN 
DIPLOMA 

Our one year Garden Design Diploma led 

by Andrew Wilson welcomes students both 
in person at the Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew, 
and in real time online classrooms. We offer 
an exciting and often demanding environment 
that teaches not just the fundamentals of 
design but also develops skills in planting and 
construction design and running your own 
successful garden design studio. 

Every class is taught by expert tutors who 
are all practicing professionals and we ensure 
that our students get the opportunity to take 
part in inspirational visits and free graduate 
seminars. And if you are in Australia or New 
Zealand you can join this course with our 
partner college in Melbourne. 


AWARD-WINNING GRADUATES 

Our students have won the majority of Society 
of Garden Designers Student Awards since 
they began and regularly graduate to work 

for some of the world’s leading designers and 
win major awards for themselves. Our free 


Graduate programme gives you extra training 


opportunities and the chance to design gardens 
in prestigious locations. 


CONTINUING PROFESSIONAL 
DEVELOPMENT 

There are a wide range of opportunities 

to develop your career through our other 
extended courses. Our six month intensive 
Planting Design Diploma is led by Andrew 
Fisher Tomlin with the involvement of some of 
the world’s leading planting specialists. We also 
offer certificate programmes in Sustainable 
Design and Construction Design to help you 
enhance your career prospects. These are also 
available online in real time classrooms or in 
blended learning formats. To find out more 
download a prospectus from our website. 


ONLINE AND CLASSROOM BASED 
COURSES 
For 15 years our Info Burst courses have led 
the way on new ideas and approaches to design 
and you can now join them online at times 
to suit the busy professional. These courses 
raise funds for a number of garden charities. 
We also offer courses in conjunction with the 
Royal Horticultural Society at RHS Garden 
Wisley and, new for 2022, with Denmans 
Garden in Sussex. All these courses aim to be 
suitable for both professionals and the garden 
enthusiast. 

For more information please visit our 
website or contact our administration office on 
01483 762955. 
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The Viking Cruises Lagom 
Garden at the 2019 RHS 
Hampton Court Garden 
Festival, designed by 2016 
graduate Will Williams. : . 


info@|cgd.org.uk 


ADVERTISEMENT FEATURE 


Annie Guilfoyle and Noel Kingsbury are Garden Masterclass 


e offer a place to learn, share m An extensive programme of webinars with We have a membership scheme offering 
and experience knowledge, recordings available from our online library. _ priority booking, discounts on curated 
skills and ideas in gardening m A weekly free to view broadcast with products and online events and invitations 
and landscape design. We aim to bring more than 80 hours of past recordings- on to exclusive live events. Or simply register to 
together gardeners, designers and landscape our YouTube channel. receive our regular newsletter, to let you know 
architects with the very best and most m Workshops and lectures with industry what's coming up. Come and join us! 
innovative people in the gardening world, leaders, such as Tom Stuart Smith, Olivier 
through one day workshops and online Filippi, Nigel Dunnett, Dan Pearson, James 
webinars. Each workshop or webinar is Basson and Piet Oudolf, as well as rising GARDEN 
organised around a specific topic and stars from all over the world. MASTERCLASS 
designed to help participants learn, create m Weare global events over the past year =~ 
and apply new knowledge and skills. have ‘taken’ us to Pennsylvania, Buenos SUPPORTED BY femcratne tare 
This is what we offer: Aires, Jodhpur, Hokkaido, Atlanta, gardenmasterclass@smail.com 
m In person workshops for gardeners, Chicago, Bergamo, Kiev, Vilnius 


gardenmasterclass.org 


designers and landscape professionals and Christchurch. 


BRITISH ACADEMY OF GARDEN DESIGN 


he start of every new year brings new 

promises and new goals. Maybe it’s time 

to start making change happen. Time to 
set new career goals that include your interests. 

Our industry recognised courses will give 
you the practical skills you need to design your 
own garden or start a successful garden design 
or horticulture business. 

Gain a recognised qualification. The 
British Academy of Garden Design is a BTEC 
approved centre and is fully accredited by the 
British Accreditation Council. 

We know that making change happen isn't 
always straightforward and that studying to 
change careers often needs to fit in with an 
existing job, family commitments and life 
events. That is why we offer a variety of course 
options that fit your goal and lifestyle. 

Whether you choose to enrol on a 
classroom based, live online or home study 
course, you will receive guidance from 
industry expert tutors. Through continuous 
assessment and with our supportive team, we 
can help you realise your potential. 

Our courses have been carefully designed 
to provide an up to date and practical 
educational experience to ensure that you are 
primed to succeed when you graduate. We 
offer vocational, as well as academic courses. 
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The Diploma and Postgraduate Diploma 

in Garden Design are our more vocational 
courses and the BTEC Higher National 
Certificate and the BTEC Higher National 
Diploma in Horticulture are our more 
academic courses. Both options can be used 
to start your own successful business or gain 
employment in this exciting industry. 

Our HNC courses are more science based 
courses. You will gain practical knowledge 
(experiments and fieldwork) and you will 
end up with a broader overview of the key 
aspects of horticulture, whereas the HND is for 
someone interested in landscaping and design. 

Both options offer academic progression 
and are university aligned and are comparable 
to the first and second years of a related 
degree programme. 

We are committed to excellence in online 
learning and we offer you a powerful new way 
to learn online. Every course has been designed 
according to principles of effective learning 
through storytelling, visible learning and using 
community support to celebrate progress. 


020 3389 5711 


gardendesignacademy.co.uk 
info@gardendesignacademy.co.uk 


EDUCATION GUIDE 


BRITISH 
ACADEMY 
OF GARDEN 
DESIGN 


ADVERTISEMENT FEATURE 


cotland’s Rural College offers a range of 


courses from NC level to postgraduate 
in subjects ranging from Horticulture 
to Garden and Greenspace Design. Students 
learn at the Edinburgh campus in conjunction 
with the illustrious Royal Botanical Gardens, 
as well as the beautiful Queens Park Gardens 
in Glasgow's Southside, and at the Oatridge 
(Broxburn) and Barony (Dumfries) campuses. 
Degrees are awarded by the University 
of Glasgow, and many of our students go 
on to flourishing careers; Gardeners’ World 
presenter Frances Tophill is among our 
alumni. We also offer programmes related to 
the land based industries with Wildlife and 
Conservation Management being a popular 
choice for mature students or those returning 
to learning and looking to give something back 
and engage with nature. 
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Returners aged 25 and over can take 
advantage of the Change Your Path bursary 
of £1,000 to help with the cost of becoming 
a new student. One recipient of the bursary, 
Kristyna Andrlova, changed from a career 
in the hospitality industry to study Garden 
Design in Edinburgh. Her reasons for the 
change are: “Simple yet complex. In my eyes, 
garden design means creating a piece of art, 
that consists of pieces of life. Life process 
fascinates me and I always wanted to create 
and help protecting environment. I think 
garden design encompasses all of these and 
so much more.’ Her plans after graduating are 
also ambitious: “I would like to get some work 
experience while studying and after graduation 
get a job in a GD/landscaping firm. Eventually, 
I would like to start my own business once I 
feel competent enough to do so.” 


Ana Basto, another recipient, switched from 
working in a warehouse to the HND Wildlife 
and Conservation Management Programme at 
the Oatridge Campus. “I’ve found each aspect 
of the course has increased my knowledge 
and understanding and given me a realistic 
overview of the field of conservation,’ she 
says. “The Change your Path bursary gave 
me the opportunity to focus on my studies by 
supporting me with my finances and reducing 
some of the added pressures of studying full 
time while working part time.” 

To find out more about the bursary or any of 


our courses visit www.sruc.ac.uk/courses. 
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EDUCATION GUIDE 


earning with Experts offers online 

courses for every gardener, taught 

by some of the world’s best garden 
designers and horticulturalists. 

Students have designed their own gardens, 
developed their veg and flower growing or 
changed careers or set up their own 
gardening business. 


DESIGNING YOUR OWN GARDEN? 

The Garden Design Diploma offers you the 
complete package to design your perfect 
garden from an urban retreat to a country 
garden, taught by experts including Annie 
Guilfoyle, Andy McIndoe and Michael King. 


“T feel privileged to study with Learning with 
Experts. I believe my studying with LwE will 
be a great help in reshaping my career from 
designer and veg grower to garden designer. I 
can study whenever my work and family life 
allows me to. On a level that suits me and in 
a pace that I decide.” Ane - Garden Design 
Diploma student. 


PLANNING A CAREER CHANGE 

INTO GARDENING? 

Choose the RHS Level 2: Principles of Horticulture 
course taught by Dr Noel Kingsbury and Tom 
Cole for an expert introduction to horticulture, 
approved by the RHS. 


LOOKING FOR GARDEN INSPIRATION? 
Join world famous garden designer Piet 
Oudolf as he introduces his design philosophy 
from the Vlinderhof community gardens to 
planting on the New York High Line. 


GROWING YOUR OWN VEG? 

Passionate veg grower and self sufficient expert 
Sally Nex teaches Self Sufficient Veg Gardening 
to help you plan, plant and harvest throughout 
the year. 


NEED HELP WITH YOUR ROSES? 

One of the world’s leading rose experts (and 
previously Head Rosarian at David Austin 
Roses for 35 years) Michael Marriott teaches 
you how to plan and nurture your rose garden. 


WHY CHOOSE LEARNING WITH EXPERTS? 
m Personal feedback from your tutor 
(Expert option) 
m Small sociable interactive classrooms 
m Learn when you want with on demand lessons 
m Watch each lesson video as many times as 
you want with no subscription 
m Practise as you learn with inspiring assignments 
m Classes available to start today 
m 5-star student reviews 


GARDENS ILLUSTRATED OFFER: 

Enjoy 10% off your first gardening course 
use code GARDENSLWE22 at the checkout. 
Use by 31 March 2022. 


People ####@ 
love us 


G thegoodwebguide 


¢  SHORTUSTED 2021 


learningwithexperts.com 


oes Learning with experts 


GARDENING & FLORISTRY + FOOD & DRINK 


DAN PEARSON OBE, Aa@furalistic Garden Design 


Learn garden 
design with the UK's 
most acclaimed 
landscape designer 


HOME & INTERIORS + DECORATIVE ARTS 
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Gardening courses with code 
WINTER20 
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Whether you're considering retraining, seeking inspiration or 
simply want to learn a new skill, Create Academy’s beautiful 
video courses give unprecedented access to the expertise of 
today’s leading figures in gardening, floristry, food and home. 
Learn at your own pace, with no fixed start date and lifetime 


access. Discover joyful learning today at createacademy.com 


¥* Trustpilot 
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Join Gardens Illustrated online 


Dont miss all the exclusive features, videos, interviews and news 
of online masterclasses on gardensillustrated.com 


Head to our homepage for more beautiful gardens, planting ideas and expert advice, as well as 
how-to gardening guides. Follow us on Instagram to see inspiring images from gardens all over the 
world and join our gardening community on Twitter and Facebook. You can also sign up to 
the Kitted Out newsletter for our pick of the best gardening products around. 


gardensillustrated.com 
YY tO 


GARDENS 


WHATS NEW © GARDEN DESIGN GARDENS ~ ADVICE ~ PLANTS © =r Orrens 


<2 ecame te Gersers Muurstee 


Latest articles 


Hhustrated 

ee 

Sarah Price’s woodland glade oasis at Maggie’s Centre 
: Ree € pion creates a peaceful oasis on form 


Designer Sarah Price's garden for Maggie's Centre Southhampto 


BUYING BACK ISSUES OF 


PRINT 
VERSION 


You can buy 
printed issues 
of the magazine 
published up 

to six issues 
ago. See below 
for details. 


DIGITAL 
VERSION 


Save money 
when you 
subscribe to 
the digital 
edition — 
see page 22 
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CLOTHBOUND SLIPCASES 


Cost from £9.99 each (inc p&p). Subscriber 


TO ORDER PRINTED COPIES OR SLIPCASES 


+44 1604 973722 


03330 162114 


| would like to order 


SUBSCRIBERS 

(OUK £4.79 per copy 

DIEU £5.59 per copy 

ORest of world £6.39 per copy 


| would like to order 
SUBSCRIBERS 

OOUK £849 each 

DJEU £9.45 each 

ORest of world — £10.80 each 


GARDENS ILLUSTRATED PRINTED ISSUES ORDER FORM 


Complete this form and send to: Gardens Illustrated, Back Issues, PO Box 
3320, 3 Queensbridge, Northampton NN4 7BF (You may photocopy this form). 


SINGLE ISSUES 


copy/copies of issue(s). 


NON-SUBSCRIBERS 
(JUK £5.99 per copy 
CIJEU £6.99 per copy 
(JRest of world £7.99 per copy 


CLOTHBOUND SLIPCASES 


slipcase(s) 


NON-SUBSCRIBERS 
(JUK £9.99 each 

(JEU £10.50 each 
(Rest of world £12 each 


Postage & packaging is included in all prices. 


PAYMENT DETAILS 


UJI enclose a cheque/international money order made payable to 


' Gardens Illustrated for £ 
OJ! would like to pay by credit/debit card, please debit my card 


Visa 1] Mastercard 1] 


OOOO OOOO OOOO OOOO 
Expiry date OOOO Issue no. (if shown)L_IL] 


Signature 


Date if i 


Title Forename 


Surname 

Address 
Post/Zipcode ttiti—~S 
f aissoeausstdnzesezasaucesccsassancacssucaeuseiens 
Daytime tel no. 

Emailaddress 


Subscriber number (if applicable) 


KEEP IN TOUCH 


; YOUR DETAILS 
' 


Gardens Illustrated — published by Our Media Ltd (an Immediate Group Company) — would like to send 
you updates, special offers and promotions by email. Youcan unsubscribe at any time. 


Please tick here if you would like to receive these 


We would also like to keep in touch by post and telephone about other relevant offers and promotions from 
Immediate Media. If you do not wish to be contacted this way please tick here post phonellill. For more 
information about how to change the way we contact you, and how we hold your personal information, 
please see our privacy policy, which can be viewed online at policies.immediate.co.uk/privacy 


discounts available — see below for details. 
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ACROSS 

1 Mark on twig left by leaf fall (4) 

4 Genus of cow parsley and chervil — 
such strain, perhaps (10) 

9 A fragrant, double white peony’s ... 
poor drainage (8) 

10 Woody plants (6) 

11 See 26 down 

12 Jason re-arranged a petite 
sunflower good for cutting (5) 

13 Dypsis lutescens is bamboo __ (4) 
14 Latin term meaning ‘fragrant’ — 
unusual odours (6) 

16 Eg wet a greenhouse floor and 
staging to increase humidity (4,4) 

19 Gladiolus with orange/brown flower 
spikes — and East Sussex resort (8) 

22 Sprouts — but not certain 
brassicas (6) 

24 Umbelliferous plant genus ... 
found in loam mixture (4) 

26 Sweet pea with pink/white flowers 
— arrive on time (5) 

28 See 25 down 

29/15 Large-fruiting, red/black cherry 
— welcome from June to August! (6,3) 
30 False indigo genus — Pa is a bit 
excited! (8) 

31 Genus of scabious-like flower — 
each April a variation (10) 

32 Winged fruit seeds also called 
samaras (4) 
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DOWN 

2. Genus of plants aka ‘Drumstick’s — 
said ‘caper’, oddly (9) 

3 A scarlet-fruiting pyracantha ... 

a Russian symbol (3,4) 

4 The alder genus — one removed from 
annuals, perhaps (5) 

5 Instructed climbing plants to grow 
up wall? (7) 

6 Hollyhock genus is Alcea___... part 
of tuberose agave (5) 

7 Banded eg like the green/white bark 
of snake-bark maple (7) 

8 Flat-topped inflorescence like that 
of Astrantia (5) 

15 See 29 across 

17 A Cornus species, aka Cornelian 
cherry — mother’s, in brief (3) 

18 Aquatic plant in Nymphaea 

genus (9) 

20 A Viburnum plicatum with white, 
snowball flowers — a total success (7) 
21 Hardy geranium with purple-black 
flowers — broom as alternative? (7) 

23 Columnar, dwarf pear variety — 
bloke is moving (7) 

25/28 across A variety in a series 

of miniature hostas,‘Blue 
(rodent’s natural listening 

devices!) (5,4) 

26/11 across Fungal disease of woody 
plants, crops a lot, surprisingly (5,4) 
27 Genus of bulrushes — finally lay in 
winding path (5) 


* Solutions to this issue’s crossword will be printed in the March issue 


SOLUTION TO JANUARY ISSUE’S CROSSWORD 


ACROSS 1 Rhus 4 Helianthus 9 Stellata 10 Tundra 11 Apex 12 Tares 14 Crop 
15 Eremurus 18 Odessa 20 Dregea 22 Moss rose 24 Woad 26 Strap 28 Soft 29 Mimosa 


31 Orangery 32 Agapanthus 33 Sand. 


DOWN 2 Hotspur 3 Salix 4 Heart 5 Liatris 6 Art 7 Tunic 8 Uproots 13 Stops 16 Meg 
17 Roams 19 Ear 21 Rooting 22 Murdoch 23 Saffron 25 Droop 27 Pears 28 Sages 30 Awn. 


READER COMPETTTION 


WIN apair of classic planters from Arthur Jack & Co - worth £710! 


New to the Arthur Jack & Co range for spring 
2022 is this gorgeous classic large Round 
Planter, perfect for topiary, roses, shrubs or 
small trees. 

Made from heavy-duty galvanised steel 
(1.5mm) in a Hertfordshire forge, this planter 
looks stunning next to a front door, ona 
terrace or in a herbaceous border. Decorated 
in atraditional Georgian style complete with 
Tudor roses and decorative balls, the planter 
has a steel top hoop with a hammered finish. 
Clever design touches include 6cm feet to 
keep the base clear and the bottom panel is 
drilled to allow for drainage. Weight 2Okg, 
dimensions 65cm x 50cm. Price £355. 


TERMS AND CONDITIONS 


COMPETITION 

Enter our competition to win a pair of Arthur 
Jack classic Round Planters.* 

HOW TO ENTER 

For your chance to win, answer the following 
question: 

Which two houses did the Tudor Rose 
symbolically unite in the 15th century 

a) Houses of Lancaster and York 

b) Houses of Henry and Arthur 

c) Houses of Windsor and Westminster 
Enter online at gardensillustrated.com/ 
arthurjackcomp 

Closing date 11.59pm, 2 March 2022. 

Open to residents of mainland UK* 


Arthur Jack's steel planters, water butts, 
window boxes, obelisks and boot scrapers 
are the result of a great deal of research 

by a couple of keen gardeners, who were 
unable to find exactly what they wanted for 
their own garden. 

They are all individually made in England 
by artisan metal craftsmen, and then finished 
with a special treatment to give them an aged 
patina, and because they are hot dip 
galvanised they will have a long life. 

More information, including full pricing and 
how to order, can be found at arthurjack.co.uk, 
sales@arthurjack.co.uk. Tel 01905 778351. 
Twitter, Instagram & Facebook @ArthurJackCo 


1. The Promoter is Our Media Limited (an Immediate Group Company) (company number 05715415). 2. *The promotion is open to all residents of mainland UK (excluding residents of Northern 
Ireland, Scottish Islands, Isles of Scilly, Isle of Man and Channel Islands), aged 18 years or older, the Promoter's employees or contractors and anyone connected with the promotion or their direct 
family members. 3. The closing date for entries is 11.59 pm on 2 March 2022. 4. By entering the promotion, the participants agree: (a) to be bound by these terms and conditions; and (b) that 
should they win the promotion, their name and likeness may be used by the Promoter for prearranged promotional purposes. 5. Entrants should enter by website link gardensillustrated.com/ 
arthurjackcomp. 6. Entries received after the closing date of the promotion will not be considered. 7. Entrants must supply to Our Media Limited their name and email address. The Promoter will use 
entrants’ personal details in accordance with the Immediate Privacy Policy (policies.immediate.co.uk/privacy). 8. Only one entry will be permitted per person, regardless of method of entry. Bulk 
entries made by third parties will not be permitted. 9. The winning entrant will be the first correct entry drawn at random from all the correct entries after the closing date. The Promoter's decision 
as to the winner is final and no correspondence relating to the promotion will be entered into. The Promoter may share the details of the winner with the prize provider for the purposes of fulfilling/ 
delivering the prize. 10. The winner will be notified within 10 days of the close of the promotion by post and/or email. If the winner cannot be contacted, or fails to respond within 21 days of such 
notification being sent, the Promoter reserves the right to offer the prize to a runner up, or to re offer the prize in any future promotion. 11. There is no cash alternative and the prize will not be 
transferable. Prizes must be taken as stated and cannot be deferred. The Promoter reserves the right to substitute the prize with one of the same or greater value. 12. The surname and county of 
residence of the winner will be available upon request by sending an SAE to Our Media, Eagle House, Bristol BS1 4ST within two months of the closing date of the promotion. The Promoter will 
contact the winner before releasing this information and provide the winner the opportunity to object or limit the amount of information shared. 13. The Promoter reserves the right to amend these 
terms and conditions or to cancel, alter or amend the promotion at any stage, if deemed necessary in its opinion, or if circumstances arise outside of its control. 14. The Promoter does not accept 
any responsibility for lost, delayed or fraudulent entries. 15. The Promoter excludes liability to the full extent permitted by law for any loss, damage or injury occurring to the participant arising from 
his or her entry into the promotion or occurring to the winner arising from his or her acceptance of a prize. 16. The promotion is subject to the laws of England. 
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SUBSCRIBER BENEFITS 


Oo 
° Save a fantastic 50%° on the shop price O Oo 
e Pay just £2.49 a month by Direct Debit 
e Never miss an issue of your favourite magazine when you 
filled with the best home inspiration and fantastic subscribe’ 
features on collectable antiques 
° Offer ends.31sf December 2022 
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UK calls will cost the same as other standard fixed line numbers (starting 01 or 02) and are included as part of any inclusive or free 


: —s *50% saving is only available to UK residents paying by monthly Direct Debit. Your subscription will start with the next available issue. 
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ADVERTISEMENT FEATURE 


Must haves 2022 


Get kitted for the New Year with these beautifully 
designed, practical products and inspirations 


NORFOLK GARDEN 
FURNITURE 


Norfolk Garden Furniture 
produce 18th and 19th century 
inspired benches with a modern 
finish for both traditional and 


modern gardens. British-made and 


constructed in quality galvanised 
steel, it is architectural-grade 
powder coated and suitable for all 
weathers. Four sizes available, in 
twenty sumptuous colours. 


01263 741134 
norfolkgardenfurniture.com 


ONGLEY-SNOOK 
DESIGNS 


Stainless steel, stained-glass 
pieces and fused-glass lollipops 
all designed specifically for the 
garden. They look great in the 
snow too. All handmade for you 
on the south coast of Sussex. 


07989 074641 
ongley-snookdesigns.com 
karen.ongleysnook@gmail.com 


DALEFOOT 
COMPOSTS 


British-made, premium, peat- 
free, organic composts, used by 
champion growers and home 
gardeners alike. Our range of 
award-winning sustainable 
composts, made from bracken, 
wool and comfrey, are nutrient 
rich, require no feed and 
reduced watering. Delivered to 
your garden. 


01931 713281 
dalefootcomposts.co.uk 


DARLAC 


Get ready for spring with the 
award-winning Darlac DP1030A 
secateurs. Unlike most pruners 
with a large cut capacity, the 
slim profile handles offer greater 
comfort even for small hands. 
Drop forged for strength and 
durability with SK5 carbon steel 
blades for a razor-sharp edge. 


info@darlac.com 
darlac.com 


DEVENICK DESIGNS 


‘Primrose and Phoebe’ the Posh 
Birds garden sculpture is part 
of our Thinimals? collection. At 
1.2m tall, this contemporary, 
eye-catching design will add 
elegance to any garden bed, pond 
or rockery. Made in stainless 
steel, with a choice of three 
bright, powder-coat finishes the 
sculpture is suited to formal or 
informal styles of garden. 


07720 841394 
devenickdesigns.co.uk 


SUSAN ENTWISTLE 


Visit susanentwistle.com to view 
the paintings of international- 
selling artist Susan Entwistle, 
who creates her originals in a 
contemporary pointillist style, 
capturing the vibrancy and 
essence of beautiful gardens 
and landscapes. Also available 
to purchase are limited-edition 
prints, velvet cushions and 
greeting cards. 


0115 937 5705 
susanentwistle.com 
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ADVERTISEMENT FEATURE 


Make time in the new year to visit this collection of stunning gardens 


HEVER CASTLE & GARDENS 

Wrap up warm and stroll through the extensive gardens and enjoy snowdrops 
plus the blossoms of camellias, quince, daphnes, hellebores and early daffodils in 
grounds of Hever Castle, once the childhood home of Anne Boleyn. Galanthophile 
Val Bourne will also be delivering a snowdrop talk on Saturday 12 February. 


Edenbridge, Kent TN8 7NG | 01732 865224 | hevercastle.co.uk 


RODE HALL & GARDENS 
Enjoy one of the UK’s finest snowdrop walks to mark the start of spring ina 
wonderfully diverse landscape with more than 70 varieties of snowdrops. Homemade 
soups and drinks served in the courtyard kitchen. Dogs on leads welcome. 5 February 
6 March, Wednesday Sunday, 1lam-4pm. Discounted tickets available online. 


Scholar Green, Cheshire ST7 3QP | 01270 873237 | www.rodehall.co.uk 


HEDINGHAM CASTLE 

In February and March Hedingham Castle’s grounds are blanketed with 
magnificent drifts of snowdrops, making the winter gardens possibly the most 
romantic in the east of England. Explore the woodland walk, the bog garden 
and the ornamental lake. 


Halstead, Essex CO9 3DJ | 01787 460261 | hedinghamcastle.co.uk 


WAKEHURST 
With more than 500 acres, Wakehurst is a treasure trove of global living 
collections. Visit the Winter Garden this season, a feast for the senses with the 
shimmering bark of Himalayan birches, stems of dogwood, vivid against soft 
foliage of cyclamen and snowdrops with fragrant daphne and witch hazel. 
Haywards Heath RH17 6TN | wakehurst@kew.org | kew.org/wakehurst 
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Large formal and woodland gardens set around lakes and ancient canals, 
boasting spectacular displays of snowdrops and aconites in February followed 
by a succession of hellebores, scillas, cyclamen, iris, daphnes, viburnums and a 
crescendo of daffodils. RHS Partner Garden. 22 January 1 April, 10am-4pm. 


Chippenham, Ely, Cambs CB7 5PT | 01638 721416 | chippenhamparkgardens.co.uk 


ADVERTISEMENT FEATURE 


Nursery guide 


Get inspired for the winter season with the best plant and bulb suppliers 


Binny Plarits 


OLD COURT 
NURSERIES 


Specialist family-run nursery and 
garden open Thursday to Saturday, 
llam-4pm, February to March. 
Snowdrop catalogue available 
online or by request. 
autumnasters.co.uk 
01684 540416 


STOTTS 
NURSERY 


Small, family-run nursery set in 
Chiltern Hills woodland, 
specialising in hardy annuals, 
herbaceous perennials, shrubs, 
climbers and trees. We have display 
borders for inspiration and only 
use peat-free compost. 
stottsnursery.co.uk 
07542 718307 


PETER BEALES ROSES 


Order your free Peter Beales ‘A 
Treasury of Roses’; a stunning, 
picture-rich catalogue with hundreds 
of different rose varieties. Bare root 
or container roses available. A 
coffee-table must have! 
classicroses.co.uk 


info@peterbealesroses.com 


BUNKERS HILL 
PLANT NURSERY 


A small family-run plant nursery 
near Woodstock, Oxfordshire with 
an old-fashioned feel and traditional 
values. Our staff have a wide range of 
horticultural knowledge and we offer 
a huge selection of top-quality plants 
including rare and unusual varieties. 
bunkershillgardenshop.co.uk 
01869 331492 


BINNY PLANTS 


2022 Peony catalogue online. Over 
300 herbaceous, intersectional, and 
tree peonies, as well as thousands 
of perennials, grasses, shrubs and 
ferns are now available for 
delivery nationwide. 
binnyplants.com 
contact@binnyplants.com 


WEASDALE 
NURSERIES LTD 


Hardy trees and shrubs from 
hardy beginnings at an elevation 
of 260m above sea level. Ask for 
a copy of our splendid 124-page 

mail-order catalogue today. 
weasdale.com 
015396 23246 


MEADOWGATE 
NURSERY 


A family-run, independent 
nursery, specialising in 
ornamental grasses. Over ten 
years experience in growing a 
diverse range of grasses. We offer 
tailored advice on the use and 
care of the grasses we sell. 
meadowgatenursery.co.uk 
07736 523262 


ASHWOOD 
NURSERIES 


An independent nursery situated in 
the West Midlands offering many 
home-grown beautiful plants. 
Open seven days a week. Mainland 
UK Mail Order Service available. 
ashwoodnurseries.com 
01384 401996 


Marketplace To advertise call Mica Enwright on 0117 300 8756 


SNOWDROPS INTHE GREEN 
SINGLE SNOWDROPS — £10.50 PER 100 
c OTTAGE SINGLE SNOWDROPS £90 PER 1000 
MEMORIES DOUBLE SNOWDROPS £15 PER 100 
DOUBLE SNOWDROPS —_£130 PER 1000 
ENGLISH BLUEBELLS £16 PER 100 
CROCUS £9 PER 50 
MINIATURE DAFFODILS £10 PER 50 
ACONITES £10 PER 50 
A family business DWARF IRIS £10 PER 50 
specialising in growing FRITILLARIA £10 PER 50 
classic roses. View our MINIATURE TULIPS £10 PER 50 
online catalogue to SNOWFLAKES £15 PER 10 
place an order. CCREDAT AND DEBI CARDS ACCEPIED 
a 
Pt oo 
P&P FREE 
MAKE CHEQUES & 
«e” —_ POSTAL ORDERS PAYABLE TO 
ANGLIA BULBS, 
LORDS LANE, WISBECH, 
CAMBS PE13 41U 
TEL: 01945 410966 


The Cleft Wood Company ALL BULBS TOP QUALITY 


yaw 


boutique.com 


Contact Alex:- 


www.cleftwood.com cleftwood9@gmail.com Tel: 07813 760763 Reversible Cotton Jackets - various desig ns 


01263 732045 


ALITAGS Reid? gr 4 
PLANT LABELS Anar Ww ( Tact 


Annual labelling is a thing of the 
past with Alitags. Simply write 
on Alitag aluminium labels with 
Alitag or HB pencil. The pencil 
will react with our specially 
made aluminium tags and 
become permanent. Alitag 
labels can also be punched 
with Alitag character 
punches and jig. 


J 
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Genuine British Products. Crafted & Made inthe UK 24m: Made from lroko or Oak 


www.alitags.com 
TEL (UK) 01279 842685 


CLAIRE TAKACS, RICHARD BLOOM, JASON INGRAM 
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ILLUSTRATED 


MARCH 


« Contemporary planting brings elegance to the garden 
of a modern home on the outskirts of Madrid 
¢ Seasonal container planting ideas with style and 
texture from head gardener Jenny Barnes 


- Top plant choices for spring at Norfolk nursery 
The Plantsman’s Preference 
« Discover the delicate daffodils of breeder Brian Duncan 
+ Alys Fowler's new guide to nurturing your soil 
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ON SALE 1 MARCH 


Save money when you subscribe to the digital edition — see page 22. 
Also in selected Waitrose, Sainsbury's and Tesco stores, 
as well as WHSmith, and all good magazine retailers. 
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How to spend a gardener’s holiday in... 


Oaxaca, Mexico 


This southern Mexican state is a stronghold of indigenous culture, where its peoples are 
proud of their food, art and incredible plant life, both rurally and in Oaxaca City 


Souvenirs 


Best breakfast 
Chilaquiles 

at Itanonf 

Best snack 


Chapulines, or fried 


grasshoppers 
Best chocolate 
and mole 


Chocolate y Mole 


la Soledad 


Best pick me up 


Mezcal tasting 
at Palenqueros 
de Oaxaca 
Best organic 


market El Pochote, 
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every Friday 


In February, the mountainous state 
of Oaxaca in southern Mexico is 
balmy and floriferous, bursting with 
the nation’s highest concentration 

of flora and fauna — ina country that 
is already one of the world’s most 
biodiverse. Oaxaca is a hotspot for 
traditional food and craft, showcased 
in street markets and informed by the 
region's many indigenous people. 


Ethnobotany 101 

Behind the early colonial-era Church 
of Santo Domingo de Guzman and its 
lively square (the Zdcalo) in Oaxaca 
city, sits the Jardin Etnobotanico 

de Oaxaca, a calm couple of acres 
and a must-see for anyone even 
thinking of going to Mexico. Besides 
highlighting the extraordinarily rich 
endemic plant life of the region and 
its inter-relationship with indigenous 
tradition, the garden, a former 
monastic orchard, was rescued 

and designed by the late Oaxacan 
artist Francisco Toledo. Dramatically 
statuesque organ pipe cacti line paths 
that zigzag in reference to Zapotec 
culture pattern-making. Toledo was 
also responsible for setting up the 
nearby Museum of Contemporary 
Art of Oaxaca (MACO) and a graphic 


Cent 
arts institute housing the Centro 
Fotografico Alvarez Bravo, which has 
an interior courtyard with a geometric 
pond — a quiet respite in the old 
quarter. See also the Rufino Tamayo 
Museum of Pre-Hispanic Art. 


Street life 
The Museo Textil de Oaxaca gives 
context to the vibrant and alluring 


textiles that are as important a 

part of Oaxaca's cultural identity as 
pottery, agave plants (from which 
mezcal is made) and the best regional 
food in Mexico. The most rewarding 
food experiences are found in the 
markets in the city — and also out 

of town, where village market days 
are a special event. In Oaxaca, start 
with the markets Mercado 20 de 
Noviembre and Benito Juarez and 
eat at the counters. Besides 
grasshoppers, the national dish of 
mole needs to be sampled, while 
you get used to having chocolate 
and chillies with everything. Ice 
cream is another Oaxacan speciality: 


Ocotlan de Morelos market. 


flavours include amaranth and 
prickly pear. Indigenous markets in 
the countryside sell everything: La 
Villa de Etla is on Wednesdays, while 
Ocotlan de Morelos is on Fridays. 


Ancient industries 

Mezcal, rather than tequila, is the 
regional drink of choice. It is the 
definition of slow alcohol, the result 

of roasting the hearts of a variety of 
agave plants, each plant taking about 
eight years to mature. Generally 
made in small batches, mezcal can be 
sampled in all its variety at Union de 
Palenqueros de Oaxaca or the more 
boutique-y mezcalerias, including In 
Situ and La Mezcaloteca — across 
the street from the agave-laden 
ethnobotanical garden. Well-sourced 
and curated wares (with a focus 

on clothing and textiles) can be 

found at Marchanta. For pottery 
alone, Colectivo 1050° is the place. 
Representing and supporting the craft 


SS ail 


Jardin Etnobotanicog 


and tradition of indigenous groups 

all around the state, covetable designs 
have been specially developed, based 
on traditional red or black clay. Believe 
them when they say “We turn mud 
into beauty”. 


Ruins and other wonders 
Leave the city to see craftspeople at 
work: the village of San Bartolo de 
Coyotepec is strongly identified with 
its pottery tradition, developed over 
millennia by the Coyotepec people, 
in which black clay is transformed 
into metallic, polished dishes. 
Combine a visit with some serious 
sightseeing: Teotitlan del Valle is 
mainly known for its weaving tradition, 
with Zapotec regional cooking 
showcased at Tlamanalli, and is 

en route to the zigzag stone ruins of 
Mitla, a key city for the Zapotec and 
Mixtec people. Teotitlan is also near 
Hierve el Agua, a petrified waterfall 
in the mountains. The ancient 
Zapotec capital, Monte Alban, is just 
outside the city limits of Oaxaca, with 
lesser-known ruins at Yagul. 


ck clay pottery. 


Zapotec 
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